



BULL Lora from 







Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service x 38 Bank Street 





ih Peake, Py 





1943 


bee 


BOOKS 






February 1, 


Pa 


YUST 








F 













March e2 










Dos Passos, John ; . NUMBZR ONE Houghton, Mifflin 









* Endlessly appealing, presumably, to the novelist is the subject of a dict- 
ator, American style, in the making, with Huey Long as prototype just around the cor- 
ner. This is the best of them — and perhaps the easiest reading of anything Dos Pas-— 
sos has done. I found it absorbing — but not world-shaking. One got the feel of the 
man's hypnotic power, his ability to pull the stops of the public will to capitalize 
on his own liabilities, to play dice with scruples and put a veneer of "clean as a 
hound's tooth” over palpably shady doings, to lust and gorge to satiety all his appe- 
tites, and to bedazzle even those who saw through him. The story of his meteoric rise 
is told through the highspots involvins his secretary ~— down to the supreme sacrifice 
when the man is made the scapegoat and "Numter One" rants on. More convincing than 
Hamilton Basso's Sun in Capricorn; more entertaining than the factual record in Lou- 
& 1siana fayride, Appalling, degrading if you will, tut here's an American tycoon tramp-— 
ing through the vineyards of decency and honesty - and - for the moment — winning. The 
publishers are backing it as their big book. The Dos Passos market will welcome it as 
a forward stride, though less original than his earlier work. Conservatives — ‘ware. 
$2,450 
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Saroyan, William THE HUMAN COMEDY Harcourt, Brace 


adlling Saroyan's uneven record places this legitimately in the class of Dark Horse- 
but here's-where I'd put my money this month. It's much better than I expected of him; 
: it has the simplicity he seemed to have lost; it has the perceptiveness and tenderness 
and humanity and wit and understanding of Vy Name Js Aran and bits of The Daring Young 
Man, He's lost the braggadocio, the brashness, except as it is a fleeting facet of 
one or other of his boy characters. He gives you the feel of the California town - 
Ithaca, on the Santa Fe, and its Public Library and Presbyterian Church and High School 
and athletic field and market and main street — and best of all, its homes. He takes 
you inte the classroom, onto the track, into the playgrounds, the movies. He makes you 
feel the thoughts and emotions of the people in the simple houses. And —- in Homer 
Macauley — he gives you American youth on the thresnold, American youth growing out of 
homes where prayer and love and kindliness and understanding made boys like Marcus, who 
went off to fight, and Homer who stayed home to be - at fourteen - the man of the fam- 
ily, and Ulysses, who at four wasinterested in everything, and girls like Bess, who 
wanted a job, and mothers whose hearts were big enough to know that death was not the 
dee end, not while there were other boys to mother...A profoundly moving book, which has 
those very qualities which are making Jappy Land a success, and without the obvious 
sentimentality and hackneyed pattern. Perhaps its very simplicity will deceive read- 
ers. I think it is a great took. Illustrated by Don Freeman. $2.75 
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de Saint-—Exupery, Antoine THE LITTLE PRINCE Reynal & Hitchcock 


The door's wide open on my guess as to how this will sell. It may get a 
break, it may be read by the right people, those rare adults who can go over the bor— 
der of the Never Never Land without a backward look, who can sense intuitively that in- 
tangible outer fringe of unreality that is wholly real to children. Let's say that 
those who loved the fey quality in Barrie - in Robert Nathan -— who read their Alice for 
sheer escape rather than self conscious nostalgia, they will touch the gossamer beauty 
of The Little Prince, and chuckle over it, and take it as simply and unaffectedly as 
"St Ex" himself. Perhaps belief in "the little prince" is the forerunner of belief in 
the gremlins; who knows? This is a fairy tale for grown ups; later the children will 
claim it, I am sure. It is the tale of the tiny creature who came to Saint-Exupery 
when he was stranded in the Sahara, who told him the saga of his exotic travels in 
search of truth, when he left his own tiny asteroid, and visited others, until he reach- 
ed the earth. Tt was the fox who wanted to be tamed who taught him that he must return 
to his own and find there the happiness and the meaning of life he had left....I've 
seen only a few of the pictures which the author has made an integral part of the text. 
They are being printed in color — and the text simultaneously, in French and English. 
The first 500 in English, numbered and autographed, $3.50 Trade edition, $2.00 


Slim pickings on the plums in the pudding 


The "new" Forester is a reissue of The Gun, combined with Rifleman Dodd which had ap- 
peared previously only as a Reader's Club choice (Little, Brown), First rate histori- 
cal — or rather regional - adventure in PERILOUS JOURNEY by Sublette and Kroll (Bobbs- 
Yerrill), The Robert Henriques’ VOICE OF THE TRUMPET (Farrar) is a bid for a somewhat 
esoteric market, See below for reports, 


PROBLEMATICAL 200KS - Fiction 
February 15 
Smith, Marjorie FAIR GAME Smith & Durrell 


Confidences, diary styled, of a girl who wasn't much interested in the ring, 
the book, or small town life, and who, with a pretty face and not too much character — 
went off to Hollywood. Not too ambitious, not too practical, Mary Lou drifts from bad 
to broke to worse, becomes a chorine in a New York night club, falls in love (and into 
ted) for the first time with a married man; goes on the rocks-when she loses him, drinks 
and sleeps with anyone, and winds up with Eddie, who proves to be light fingered and 
drags her into a murder rap. This may very well prove that it pays to stay home, but 
it's kinda cheap chippie stuff. $2.00 


February 25 


Henriques, Robert THE VOICE OF THE TRUMPET Farrar & Rinehart 


Henriques’ last book, Vo Arms, No Armour, was a metaphysical bit of writing 
with more plot and adventure and romance, a sort of African-British Bengal Lancer, 
which won the All Nations Prize in January 1940. This is wholly an adventure of mood 
and mind and spirit; although set in the backdrop of a commando raid on Norway, one has 
a sense of being suspended in a vaccuum of time and space and thought. The Captain, a 
poet cf no mean parts, puts into words the thought pattern, the symbolism of his mental 
processes, now objectively, now subjectively, with flashbacks to moods and minor inci- 
dents that loom large in a distorted world, all interlaced with a highly sensitized 
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awareness of the undercurrents in his men, of fear, of fatigue, of occasional exhilir-— 
ation. At times it seems to have a dream quality of unreality in elow motion —- perhaps 
because we think realistically of Commando raids as speeded up agtion. A strange - 
sometimes a beautiful - book, to which Stephen Vincent Benet's preface helps give co- 
gency. Not a book for the masses, but something different for the jaded palate. $2,00 


February 26 
Wallace, Kathleen RICE IN THE WIND Putnam 


Discerning, likeable story of China today and the white colony, a book for 
feminine tastes primarily. It is in part concerned with an adjustment to marriage, when 
Jane, daughter of a missionary doctor, brought up in an isolated mountain village, mar- 
ries the very eligible, more worldly Consul of Ter—hoi, Martin Drummond. Jane, unused 
to and irritated by the tea table, mah jong society of Ter-—hoi, feels uncomfortable and 
unpopular. Her friendship with Lei-ling, a high born Chinese girl who represents the 
new China, and Di, a flamboyant American, mark her as even moreofan outsider. A break 
comes when Jane is put off Martin by two of his former and still envious women friends. 
She rejoins her father just as the Japanese attack the province; but eventually she and 
Martin are reunited and go to England to join actively in the war. Essentially light, 
but pleasant reading. The publishers plan trade advertising, post cards, etc. $2.50 


February ?? 
Cooney, Carroll T. DAVID Howell, Soskin 


One of our favorite juveniles last Fall was A Green Field For Courage, Now 
comes David, an adult book about a five year old, which proves again how well Cooney 
knows and understands children. Tenuous, delicate, fanciful, this is a recreation of 
a child's world through the small episodes, the chores and games, the pleasures and 
punishments, the conversations 3nd friendships, the fears, the insecurities heightened 
by a break which he does not understand but senses between his parents. Almost too 
slight, but genuine and skillfully done. A book for sensitive parents. $2.80 


March “¢ Pd 
Green, Anne JUST RE WN ; Harper 


| This shows more possibilities than anything Anne Green has done since The 
Selbys, It is a turn away from her mannered, difficult fantasies, to a fictional bio- 
graphy of an American-born, French-reared girl, whose innate American independence was 
at loggerheads with the proprietiesimposed on her ty her French relatives, who were 
bringing her up. The outbreak of war brings complete identification emotionally with 
the French, and one follows the story of the evacuation of Paris, of relief work in the 
country, of adopting an orphan, of meeting and falling in love with Philippe, of shar- 
ing his work in the Underground, of hiding among the Basques peasants, of constant pur- 
suit by the Gestapo and eventual escape into some degree of security among the Basques, 
there to carry on the work. Discriminating handling of the French people, yesterday 


and today, sympathetically and dramatically presented. Good woman's novel. $2.50 ~ 
March 8 
Cheever, John THE WAY SOME PEOPLE LIVE Randem House 


New Yorker material largely ~ which readers of that type of short <tory will 
like. A purge for softness, these thirty odd sketches of disillusioning penetration. 
They range far, from personnel of summer theatre, to the undercurrents of a wedding, the 
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conflicts of youth and age, the slavery to conventions, middle aged failure, obsession 
with one outstanding event, outsiders looking in, adjustment from civilian to military 
life - all blending into a fine-patterned design of human tlindness, pettiness, ego- 


centricity, that avoids the extremes of sentimentality or smartness and underlines the 


foibles of mankind with clarity, distinction and finesse. $2.00 
March 10 
Haydn, Hiram BY NATURE FREE Bobbs—Merrill 


Intelligent, observant, honest, this is a holding story of one man's attempt 
to find security in himself, his marriage, his beliefs. It's an unusually good first 
novel, thoughtful and convincing, a book for intelligent reading, part psychological, 
part ideological. In a Cleveland suburb lives Philip Blair with a crippled father and 
his wife. Clerking in a small time job by day, working on an overambitious book by 
night to compensate for his sense of futility, Philip has become increasingly touchy, 
self-conscious, bitter. His moods — and the knowledge they can have no child to replace 
the one they lost — have saddened his wife, Larry. The return of a younger trother, 
Harvey, after an atsence of seven years, intensifies the situation in the family. With 
easy charm, assurance and rotten principles, Harvey makes a play for Larry. Philip lets 
things drag on until a series of hard hits straighten him out, and he faces life cour- 
ageously. Harning-PL, $2.75 


March 11 
Forester, C. S. RIFLEMAN DODD and THE GUN Little, Brown 


These two books — neither of them known to any considerable American public- 
have a timeliness today that may give the impetus they need. For both deal with the 
sort of guerilla warfare Hemingway writes of in For Whom the Pell Tolls, Caldwell in 
All Through the Night, The Gun was published in July 1933, as an isolated bit of thin- 
ly fictionized history, an episode in the Spanish campaign of the Napoleonic Wars when 
guerilla bands, under the leadership of a patriotic priest, captured a gun and moved it 
over incredible barriers. Rifleman Dodd presents yet another panel in this guerilla war- 
fare, against a Portuguese background, and another lone exploit, in which a rifleman, 
cut off from his company, joins forces with the guerillas, dodges the French while caus— 
ing them countless inconveniences, and finally, almost single—handed, destroys a pon- 
toon bridge. The irony of the outcome fortunately is known only to the reader - while 
Dodd gets back to his men. Here, in pictures of scattered pinpricks in a war for world 
domination more than a century ago, are parallels which carry vitality today, parallels 
in mood and tempo and portraits of conquered peoples. Lacks the pace and gusto of For- 
ester's Captain Hornblower. $2.50 


March 15 


Randall, Jean CARELESS RAPTURE Macrae, Smith 


Routine renter, this story of a doutle triangle, and of two marriages that 
tangle in the making, and almost break, and of how eventually all rights itself. There 
are problems of youth and age, of the glamour girl appropriating both men, and finally 
of the catalytic agent of the war. $2, 00 


Kenyon, Theda THE GOLDEN FEATHER Messner 


The early 17th cdntury - England and the Virginia colonies — makes the set- 
ting for the story of the two Stacy brothers, Ajax and Gerald, and Clarissa whom they 
loved. Rakehells of Merrie England, the Stacys are plunged into the whirlpool of pol- 
itics and religion through their contacts with Princess Mary and her wanton Lady Charlotte. 
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Then Charlotte betrays Gerald, who is banished; Ajax blames Clarissa and leaves for the 
colonies. And Clarissa follows, knowing she is to bear Ajax' child. When she finds 
only Gerald, she marries him, concealing from him the fact of her son's father; and she 
learns to run his plantation and to rule him and his property. When Ajax turns up, her 
revenge is quickly played out; she lets him have his son and heir, and even after Ger- 
ald's death, chooses to stay on in Virginia, and build for the second son there. Sat- 
isfactory tlend of color, events, and problems of period as background for sex battles 
and conqueste Good solid historical fiction for escape reading. (Effective jacket) 

$2.75 

March 15 


Shapiro, Irwin THE GREMLINS OF LIEUTENANT OGGINS Messner 


The first of what promises to be this year's flood crop of books about the 
RA F's mischief makers. Shapiro, student of legends old and new, believes in then, 
and sees a new folklore in the making. This book is his contribution, the story of 
Oggins, who was from Missouri and had to be shown — and who learned through every risk 
of flight and combat. He was unpopular because of his attitude, and it took a crash on 
German soil when all types of Gremlins confronted him, answered his questions and stil- 
led his doubts, before he accepted their existence, their use and the necessity of co- 
operation. Gremlin tales have caught the public fancy. There may be too many of these 
books, but the first out will have the best break until THE Gremlin tock (written by 
one of them?) comes along. The Donald McKay sketches are in the spirit of the text, 


$1,50 
March 17 
Sublette, C.M.& Kroll, Harry Harrison PERILOUS JOURNEY Bobbs—Merrill 
* Sublette is known for boy adventure stories, and started this book about 


flatboating on the Mississippi and the bloody Natchez Trace, intending it for boys. The 
wealth and richness and lusty vigor of the material convinced him that this was not ju- 
venile meat (personally, I'd recommend it heartily to older boys), and the book devel-— 
oped into a full-bodied, romantic, adventurous novel. Then he died, leaving it almost 
in final form, and Kroll, who too is a student of the period and the background, took 
over. A perfect partnership ~ the finished jot shows no signs of the break. A grand 
tale, with lots of action and a credible enough plot and four dimensional characters, 
though hero and heroine may tax the credulity at times. A good piece of Americana, and 
a segment of our frontier history that has not been overtaxed, in a story of a Hoosier 
youth who sets out to take his pelts down to New Orleans, and who guides a party back 
over a bloody outlaw trail. $2.75 


March 19 
Sender, Ramon J. DARK WEDDING Doubleday, Doran 


This novel by one of Spain's foremost writers will get critical attention 
but a somewhat esoteric market. It is a strange, symbolic story of death and lust and 
struggle for power, Violent, atavistic, savage, related with spare lyricism, it is 
a story of a penal colony off the coast of Mexico, of Black Trinidad who ruled the is- 
land but was murdered on his wedding night when he returned there with a young and 
gentle virgin. His death releases forces vying for his power, - rapists, pimps, killers. 
The girl is hidder: by amarajuana addict and it takes bloodshed and violence to prove 
the one good man the strongest, and to persuade the girl to stay with him. Certainly 
not 2 book for your maiden aunt. Translated by Eleanor Clark. $2.50 
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March 24 


Truax, Rhoda GREEN IS THE GOLDEN TREE Bobbs=Merrill 


Thesis novel of the conflicts of ideal communities with the realities of 
living and human progress as young Polly learns that her beloved Elysian Field, in upper 
New York, bears no relation to actuality in the late 19th century. An accident has 
brought young tough Dan to the community and he decides to tecome a member when Polly 
promises to marry him. Then, in the outside world, he faces problems the world of the 
community cannot answer — and Polly is forced to decide their future. A more serious 


type of novel, perhaps, than one associates with Rhoda Truax. $2,50 
April 5 
Pagano, Jo GOLDEN WEDDING Random House 


An expanding, fifty year portrait of Italian-Americans, this is as warmly 
human as its predecessor, The Paesanos (Little, Brown - P. 214 ~ 1040). From Luigi's 
immigration to America and his finding his wife, through the events of their marriage, 
the story takes them. Their life in the Colorado mining district, then in the cities 
where Marietta's driving force sent them; the growing family; the constant threat of 
the Black Hand; the milestones of the years in the careers of their children, building 
up and softening down to the golden wedding. A tighter, smoother textured tale than 
the earlier book, in a story of the slow rooting in new worlds and new times, told with 
natural humor and kindliness. Market parallels that for Mangione's Mount Allegro. 

$2.50 


April 7 


Letedeff, Vera THE HEART RETURNETH Lippincott 


If only this were done with a lighter touch it might well be termed an Amer— 
ican The Family, for here is the story of transplanted White Russians, living in a 
tight little emigre colony in Detroit. The story starts before the German invasion of 
Russia, and the emigres are violently anti-Communist, pro~-Czarist, even to a faint fla- 
vor of pro~Hitler if he could bring back the old regime. Lucian, a prince who has de- 
termingd to acquire a rounded knowledge of plant operation and engineering, is a lead— 
er of the group, and completely upsets the applecart when he takes a job with the So- 
viet engineers. He is virtually an outcast, and the twins, Andre, a-lawyer, who is 
faintly Americanized and who takes the path of least resistance, and Anna, who is em- 
bittered by a possessive mother and a blocked creative career, are the sole emigres 
who continue their friendship. Then there is the Countess Xenya, mysterious, romantic, 
with whom Andre falls in love, despite his secret marriage, but who eventually links 
her future with Lucian, in serving Mother Russia, now victim of the Nazi peril. The 
colony swings over, 90%; Lucian is now their hero. Their moods and emotions, their 
hates and their loves; their unreal clinging to the past set the tempo for the story. 


; 


Fascinating material, handled with a somewhat too ponderous touch. $2.50 
April 14 
Robertson, Willard SOUTH FROM YESTERDAY Lippincott 


An eerie and strangely incomplete tale, with some of the qualities that 
made Moon Tide \distinctive, but without the convincing realism, the gusto, the tender- 
ness that were qualities of the earlier took. Once again the central charaeter is a 
bum — but Robertson does not build sympathy for him as he did before. Milo deserves 
more than he gets, one feels, as he runs away from trouble, accepts the toss of the 
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cards that made him twice fugitive from justice, used the people who befriended hin, 

and even married a girl because it meant $1,000 in pocket, The story ends —- on a light- 
house island — with the couple linked by common tragedy and disaster, with three men 
dead, and an uncertain future. And yet there's a note of unity and hope! There are 
eccentric and original characters, but few likable ones. There are weird twists and 
macabre situations. Robertson can write — but he doesn't know his Atlantic coast as 

he does his Pacific, and his story doesn't carry conviction. Butit has moments. $2.50 


Appi —2R— (hoy op 
Seletz, Jeannette HOPE DEFERRED \ Macmillan 


A good enough, though sometimes plodding, first novel, in a substantial, 
sober recitation of a young man's emotional and medical education through long years of 
hard work, persistence and personal abnegation. Jone is an idealistic farm boy whose 
innate compassion turns him to medicine. The story follows his career, along with his 
closest friends, debonair Tommy, and Buckley, southern gentleman. Death, stormy pas— 
sion, clinical — and often interesting - details of his profession, intelligent char- 
acterization, all contribute to a reasonably, though unevenly, interesting novel. $2.75 


Weld, John MARK PFEIFFER, M.D, 4/12 |  Seribner 


A competent writer is John Weld, and a versatile one. This is a new channel, 
a modern story of marriage and medicine. Mark is a poor man's son, ambitious, persis-— 
tent, and his interest in medicine comes about through a young nurse, Anne. And then, 
through medical school contacts, he meets the "right people" and marries Alberta, rich, 
prominent, dissolute. A child makes matters no better, but Mark dodges divorce, until 
Alberta's negligence results in the child's death. Eventually he goes back to Anne. 
Satisfactory, but not much more. Midwest setting. $2.75 


REPRINTS ~ NEW EDITIONS 
February 8 
Aswell, Mary Louise ~— condensed by THE DICKENS DIGEST Whittlesey 


I suppose in these streamlined days, this should be accepted with equanin-— 
ity. Even to my prejudiced eye, the job of excision seems to be a loving one. The 
memorable scenes are here; the characters that live today; what I miss are the silly 
little turns of phrase that tecame household words, as DAVID COPPERFIELD, PICKWICK PA~ 
PERS, OLIVER TWIST, MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT (No, not Yartin Chuzzlewit - I never felt I knew 
this novel well)- were shared in the family reading circle. Few people have the privi- 
lege our generation enjoyed. For them, here is an opportunity to get better than nod- 
ding acquaintance with the four novels indicated, in a condensation from a million and 
a half words to a mere 250,000. A fine piece of book making:- excellent type face, ap- 


pealing illustrations by Donald McKay, attractive binding. $3.75 
April lb 
Asch, Sholem THREE CITIES Putnarn 


The runaway sale of War And Peace has stimulated interest for this, per- 
haps its nearest modern counterpart. Three Cities is an epic novel against a Russian 
background, with the revolution as its motivating force. The regular $3.00 edition is 
to continue after the 25,000 edition at $1,89 is exhausted. The book was originglly 
published in October 1994, and gave Sholem Asch his enviable position in modern letters. 
Since the tremendous popularity of The Nazarene, interest in his earlier work has reviv— 
ed, now intensified by concentration on numerous things Russian. $1.89 
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One Last Minute Arrival 


Neumann, Robert MR. TIBBS PASSES THROUGH Dutton 


Neumann is already known in translation; this is his first novel in English, 
and one is now and again aware of this. The weakness of the book lies in its shapeless-— 
ness, thinness, moments of obscurity. A tale of refugees who come to a scarcely cred- 
ible English town and are absorbed, briefly, into the lives of the inhabitants, trans— 
mitting to them a certain unreality. Some nice parts - but on the whole, unimportant. 


$2, 50 
MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 
February 1 
Cunningham, A.B. THE AFFAIR AT THE BOAT LANDING Dutton 


Homespun Holmes, in a story of crime chaser Sheriff Roden, of Deer Lick, 
confronted with a new case in the murders of a wealthy bachelor and an amorous idiot, 
and minus scientific equipment, manages with his knowledge of human nature, to come 
out on top, clearing all suspects except the guilty one. $2400 


February 15 


Lewis, Lange JULIET DIES TWICE Bobbs=Merrill 


Blithe, but skimps on mystery angles — in another Inspector Tuck story oper- 
ating against a California college campus. The popular lead in the drama show is kil- 
led in what seems to be a motiveless murder. With help from a psychology professor 
and an eager student, psychiatric possibilities among the cast, a husband, and a rival, 
keep them conjecturing while a genuine lunatic speeds the solution. $2.00 


Gilbert, Anthony . DEATH IN THE BLACKOUT Smith & Durrell 
Amusing sleuthing as lawyer Crook, self-made Sherlock Holmes, turns nosey- 


parker over the appearance of a hat and the disappearance of an aunt. He wipes the 
slate of two murders, famous jcowels, an eccentric career, and prevents another killing, 


Entertaining conversation and style. $2.00 
March 1 

Ambler, Eric INTRIGUE Knopf 

- Good property this bringing together between covers four volumes of the 


best of the interanational intrigue plotters, with an introduction by Alfred Hitchcock, 
their spiritual godfather. The volume includes: - Packground to Danger (1937); Cause 
for Alarm (1939); A Coffin for Dimitrios (19389); and Journey into Fear (1940). $2.75 


March 3 
Irish, William I WOULDN'T BE IN YOUR SHOES Lippincott 


Quintet of long shorts, by the author of last year's Phantom Lady, who 
makes a smooth dish of the macabre, ironical and sinister. Clever crime fancies in the 
stories of a man condemned by his shoes; the boy who dreams he murdered a woman and 
finds it is true; the bandleader who gets into New Orleans voodoo and cannot get out 
alive; the man who plans to kill his wife and finds himself the victim; the forger 
trapped. Effective. $2.00 
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March 5 
Seeley, Mabel ELEVEN CAME BACK Doubleday, Doran 
* Less of a novel and more of a mystery than some of her earlier books, and 


a honey, with an alluring backdrop in a luxury ranch in Wyoming, and oddly assorted 
cast of characters in the houseparty the notorious Mrs. Parent has assembled. To this 
household comes the irate young couple, creators of a small radio station, who have 
been sold out by their silent partner to Mrs. Parent, and who suspect her motives. 

They find their suspicions confirmed — blackmail — and determine to get at the root. 

In the process, they become deeply involved in successive violent deaths, dramatic 
stagings of false clues and drawing of false scents across the trail. Circumstantial 
evidence $srows apace, until Martha, regardless of consequences, pricks the bubble. Good 


suspense — plenty of incident -— and plush trimmings. Good going. $2.00 
March 10 
Farjeon, Jefferson MURDER AT A POLICE STATION Pobbts—Merrill 


Smooth, if a mite bucolic, this tale of a small English town, and a long 
night's job of apprehending a murderer and unknotting tangled relationships. Sergeant 
Pork, his able farmer-father, get no sleep over an unidentified body, a family feud, a 
drunken painter, a romance or two, telephones out of order, and the criss-cross of im- 


possibilities. Pork handles it well, and avoids scandal. $2.00 
March 15 
Snow, Charles KE. RENEGADE RANGER Macrae, Smith 


Adequate average Western, ina story of Hardy, of the TX ranch, who called 
one Ranger and found two to help him ferret out cattle thieves. Which was authentic? 
Brice and Laden, antagonistic, soon settle the matter of authenticity, but not without 


Sunsmoke, doubledealing and even kidnapping. The right one gets the girl. $2.00 
Maren 24 
Walling, R.A.J. A CORPSE BY ANY OTHER NAME Morrow 


Telefree and his Watson, Farrar, up and about again concerning two dead 
bodies and possibilities of enemy penetration into England, as in the blitzes and black- 
outs dire deeds are done. Chase of prey to Wales and London and Tolefree, in exonerat— 
ing two suspects and plotting, straightens out satisfactorily murder and its avenging, 


Good of its kind. And the Tolefreee fans are considerable. $2.00 
April 7 
Wentworth, Patricia THE CHINESE SHAWL Lippincott 


Unassuming baffler of fragile family relationships, as young paura, in 
guarding her property, runs straight into murders and a love affair. Sleuthed by in- 
sistent, schoolmarmish Miss Silver, who gives aces and spades to her ex—pupil, Lieuten- 


ant March, in his investigation, it is feminine observation and deduction that saves 
the day. $2.00 
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February 23 
Levine, Isaac Don MITCHELL: Ptoneer of Atr Power Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


* The pulling power of Mitchell's name for this air-minded generation of 
readers was evidenced by the substantial sale of a scissors and paste biography, Gauv-— 
reau's Billy Mitchell (see report 1941 - Page 392). Now comes a definitive study of 
Mitchell, not perhaps a definitive biography for the emphasis is away from his person- 
al life, but a thorough-going, extensive and thoroughly readable history of Mitchell 

as "pioneer of air power". One might well say as prophet, challenger, and a creative 
force ~ for he was all of these. Isaac Don Levine has had access to primary source ma- 
terial not hitherto available; he has approached a fascinating and dramatic character 
with sympathy, understanding, a scholar's viewpoint, and a fiery determination to mar- 
shall all facts and let them prove themselves in vindication of a man who is obviously 
his ~ and countless others' -~ hero. That Mitchell was pioneer of air power is self 
evident; that what alertness there has been-in making possible a rapid forging of the 
air arm into a weapon for offense-stems from the pressure he exerted throughout his 
life. His insistence on a separate air force, on a joint war council, these are sub- 
jects still challenging the best military brains, but Arnold and Rickenbacker, old 
friends and allies of Mitchell, are in the saddle, and the future will be Mitchell's 
finest memorial. Levine's took is solid reading, but the interest does not flag. If 
it gets the breaks it deserves, it should climb to big sales. $3.50 


Some Bets for Good Sales 


Dark horse possibilities, two of them, - TROUBLESHOOTER by Robert Traver (Viking); SNOW 
APOVE TOWN by Donald Hough (Norton); one a book which -— for its inspiration — should 
get attention, GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER, by Rackham Holt (Doubleday); and the new Blair 
Niles, PASSENGERS TO MEXICO (Farrar & Rinehart), dependably good entertainment, And 
don't miss Bernard De Voto's THE YEAR OF DECISION (Little, Brown), a significant book, 
destined for a long life. Nor Pelden'’s RETREAT WITH STILNELL (Knopf) See below, 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
Fetruary 15 
Traver, Robert TROUBLESHOOTER: The Story of a Northwoods Prosecutor Viking 


* Good masculine stuff in authentic cases, human emotions, foibles, and per- 
sonal enthusiasm for the jot which never dulls a belief in the final goodness and tough- 
ness of manking, as Traver, county prosecutor of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, un- 
folds the story of how he became a specialist on all fronts. In a mining country, with 
a population of Finns, Cornishmen, Swedes, Norwegians, Italians, French, Irish, Scots 
and Germans, his experience encompassed the whole calendar of crime - and the result 

is excellent story telling. There is autobiographical material, too, of his German 
grandparents and parents, of his own education and a Chicago interlude, of his early 
mistakes in the prosecutor's office, of his campaigns, his personal life disrupted by 
the exigencies of office. There are the difficulties of getting evidence, of preparing 
cases, of trials, jurors, judges, witnesses, of law violations and criminal law - all 
the warp and woof of ten years’ tenure. In the telling it is always human, often humor- 
ous, and frequently absorbing reading. $2.75 
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& February 17 


Pollock, Channing HARVEST OF MY YEARS Bobbs—Merrill 


Playwright, lecturer, author, Mr. Pollock gives the record of a full life, 
of his wide interests and the causes he sponsored, of a happy marriage, and of his main 
preoccupation, the theatre. From a background of an uncommon childhood, dominated by 
the powerful influence of nis father and the responsibility of an unworldly mother, 
he presents engagingly the pinfeather state of newspaper work, dramatic criticism, pres- 

enting, road tours — until he emerged into his chosen profession. Then comes the 
panorama of the theatre he has known, of producers, actors, playwrights, plays, and the 
hows and whys of his own. Into this friendly sprewly canvas he inserts much of his 
friends and associates, his adventures in lecturing, his travels, pattern of an active 
life. He has built up a wide and loyal audience and they will love it. The casual 
reader, to whom he is a name and not a personality, may find this too much of a much-— 
ness, and of only sporadic interest. However, with advance circular material, adver- 
tising along the lines of Cobb's fxit Laughing, etc. it should sell well. $3.50 


February 19 
Austin, A. B. WE LANDED AT DAWN Harcourt, Brace 


In sharp contrast to the emotional content of Quentin Reynolds' Dieppe: 
Dress Rehearsal (see report page 25), this seems almost bald. For straight information 
and factual news value, some may prefer this. Personally, I confess that I read war 
records, in book form, for the sense of atmosphere, personalities, mood and tempo, 

e and stick to newspapers for the news reports, so my pick of these two books would be 
the Reynolds. Austin, however, has the advantage in having gone ashore with the land- 
ing forces; prior to that, of having trained in advance. He was assigned first to the 
Scotch Argylls, assault infantry, during their training period, and is sold on the 
"PBI" as the bulwark of any operation. Then with the Canadian Royals and with the Com- 
mandos he covered the invasion itself, reporting on allied operations on land, sea and 
in the air. Little personal material, the coverage is largely what happened, the expen- 
sive attainment of an objective and the lessons it taught. $2.00 


February 23 


Gaer, Joseph WHAT UNCLE SAM OWES YOU Wilfred Funk 


‘A book for business office libraries and public library reference shelves 
primarily, since it is a survey of the various forms of federal insurance, in which 
four out of five wage earners have a stake. As consultant expert for the Treasury De- 
partment, in collatoration with the members of the Social Security Board, he speaks au- 
thoritatively, and helps untangle some of the complexities of the law, its addenda, its 
interpretations and applications. He explains who gets social security, how much, and 
when; who gets unemployment insurance; what the death clause involves; how to claim and 
protect your rights; where to go for information. There is a glossary of terms, a bib- 


liography for further study, and an index. $2.00 
Lindsley, Lorna WAR IS PEOPLE Houghton, Mifflin 
An informal account of war and its aftermath in terms of people and small 
ig incident which, on a minor scale, is alert and aware reporting. A French newspaper 


commissioned the author to cover the Spanish war, and she writes of Valencia, suicide 
corner, of Madrid, siege city, of Alicante, beleaguered waterfront, of men of the 
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International Brigade of the English Captain who ran the Fascist gauntlet. Next Pal- 
estine, that "tense, earnest, sad" country, with the growing conflict between Arab and 
Jew, with John Bull indifference and bungling. Lastly France and its fall, the now 
familiar Paris—Bordeaux road, and the subsequent shifts in French mood as defeat gave 
place to acquiescence, and finally to emerging resistance. History in human terms - 
nicely done -— but seems wrongly timed for the present market. $2.75 


February 24 
Marks, Stanley J. THE BEAR THAT WALKS LIKE A MAN Dorrance & Co. 


A study of Russia from the last war to this in enthusiastic terms. The re- 
volution and attempts at intervention by the Allies until the open rupture with the 
U.S.-S.R.; years of hibernation, during the appeasement period; the pact with Germany, 

a play for time; finally war, and an analysis of the Soviet army and navy, of training, 
tactics, equipment, economic strength, and guerilla warfare. One cannot help but ques- 
tion his free use of figures, when other authorities have halted at statistics. He is 
inclined towards sweeping statements, which further make his material suspect. Adequate, 
I should say, as a resume, but otherwise there's little to offer. $3.00 


Popenoe, Paul MARRIAGE BEFORE AND AFTER Wilfred Funk 


One of the best known and justly famed human relations counsellors writes 
another book about marrying and staying married, which, with statistics, psychological 
simplifications, and case work develops a few home truths for those that want them. Be- 
lieving that most marriages should be based on intelligent planning and self knowledge 
rather than sheer romance, he goes into the elements of love, of husband hunting, tac- 
tics, attributes of the good husband (or wife), the importance of the engagement period, 
the liabilities involved in an "affair"; post marital problems stemming from character,-— 
nagging, jealousy, -— sexual problems, sterility, frigidity etc. $2.00 


February 25 


Stein, Sgt. Ralph & Brown, Sgt. Harry IT'S A CINCH, PRIVATE FINCH! Whittlesey 


Primer with cartoon illustrations which are definitely superior to the text, 
in a record of the trials and errors of a seltectee, and that wide variety of new exper- 
jences which include reveille, exercises, K FP, table waiting, latrine and guard duty, 
hazards in the field and on the rifle range, comeuppance against non coms. Deliberately 
kindergarten comic strip stuff, not particularly funny. $1.50 
(Note:— We've not seen R. Osborn's AYE, AYE, SIR! (Coward, McCann) but we'll wager it 
is funnier, if one can judge by his HOW TO SHOOT DUCKS, HOW TO SKI, etc. Watch for it.) 


Wilder, Margaret Buell SINCE YOU WENT AWAY Whittlesey 


Letters to a soldier husband, and I don't know why anyone would want to read 
them unless for the reason that misery loves company. Light style, hardly attained, 
very feminine, and some schmalz as a mother of two gets used to living alone in Dayton, 
acquires a job, has troutles with finances and another interfering war widow, is cheered 
by photographer Tony, takes a Colonel as roomer, and faces bad weeks when Tim is sent 
suddenly overseas before Christmas. Plenty of the nostalgic "do you remember when, dar-— 
ling" sort of sentimentalizins (which to our way of thinking doesn't belong in the pub- 
lic eye), but perhaps there are some in the same boat who will like it. We don't! $2.00 


(Note:- For a picture of a family in wartime, American style, we'd pick Dorothy Blake's 
IT'S ALL IN THE FAMILY (Morrow) - Page 637.) 
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February 28 


Wiley, Bell Irvin THE LIFE OF JOHNNY REB Bob¥s—Merrill 
The Common Soldier of the Confederacy 


This will appeal to students of authentic Civil War material, as well as 

to the sort of market that will like Wéector and Matthews Our Soldiers Speak (Little, 
Brown - Page 15), as giving a human behind-the-front picture of the "common soldier" 

in our wars of the past. This serves as a sort of Middletown of the man in the Confed- 
erate ranks, clarifying him in relation to the war and his leaders. A montage of whence 
hey came and why, the general pattern of their experiences, characteristics, behav-— 
ior and attitudes during the four years of Civil War. There's their baptism in battle, 
their pecadillos, greater crimes and punishments, the heroes and the cowards, the food, 
clothes, hardships, monotony, religion, letters, health, sickness, disease, the causes 
and doubtful cures, their attitude towards women, their equipment, their relations with 
the enemy. A composite portrait that adds up to consideratle greatness as fighting 


man. §®xcellent source book. $3.75 
March 1 

Belden, Jack RETREAT WIT! STILWELL Knopf 

* This is good - tut its saleability depends more on the vitality of the text 


than on the interest in the subject — the fall of Burma and the spectacular retreat 
into India, which should still te live news but which, unfortunately never caught the 
imagination of the putlic, so quickly was it past history. Belden is the Time Magazine 
Far Eastern correspondent. Ue has a dual sift:- he sees shrewdly behind the events, 
can appraise causes, analyzes military strategy, etc; and he can paint a vivid, drama- 
tic picture and tell a fast paced story. All of these are elements in this story. He 
came into the picture when Chiang Kai-Shek's forces reached Rangoon; he was there 
through the difficult adjustment period of Stilwell's assuming command; he shared the 
dangers, adventures, tragedies, nightmares of collapse, escape, etc. And he has told 
it as it should be told. $3.00 


Samuel, Maurice THE WORLD OF SHOLOM ALEICHEM Knopf 


To the Jew who is trained in his own folklore and literature, the name of 
Sholom Aleichem carries great significance. To the rest of us, in all protability, it 
is an unknown quantity. In this volume, Maurice Samuel has attempted to recapture that 
internal world of Russian—Jewry, of two and three generations ago, and to convey the 
spirit of the people who inhabited it, as their interpretor saw them, and to recapture 
the little intimate things he wrote about that gave that world its entity. He gives 
us Tevyeh, the dairyman, and Menachem Mendel, the schlimihl; he pictures the tiny town, 
Krasulevky, its market place, its cemetery, the marriage customs, the Sabbaths and fes- 
tivals, the characteristics of the people, and the changing mood as new displaced old 
during the lifetime of the one spokesman. A book for a sharply defined market. $3.00 


Hoffman, William G. THE SPEAKER'S NOTEBOOX Whittlesey 


Another book for the layman to whom public speaking is a new factor, with 
enough of sound, commonsense advice for the practised speaker. The author follows fair- 
ly routine channels of thought; his advice is good but not revolutionary; his inclusion 
of radio strikes a contemporary note; his examples of outstanding speeches, and his in- 
clusion of anecdotes and epigrams and humor cover a wide range. Neither better nor 
worse than any one of several on the market. However, the fact that the stories number 
232 and are classified and arranged under headings may make it more readily usable than 
some others. The blank pages indicated between sections for notes and clippings is a 
useful feature. And the author's previous book, Public Speaker's Scrapbook, has given 
him a name in the field through a sale of over 17,000 copies . $2.50 
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March 3 
®@ Benning, Margaret Culkin LETTERS FROM ENGLAND Harper 


A fighting feminist writes of England in 1942, largely in terms of its wo- 
men, what they are doing, the problems they face. Due to the growing anti-British 
sentiment in America, she made a trip over there by Clipper to see what was what for 
herself. Here, in letters to her daughter, is the record of what she saw, pleasantly, 
personally annotated with small talk, meetings with celebrities such as Jennie Lee, 
Margaret Biddle, Storm Jameson, Nancy Astor, Harold Laski, Sir Stafford Cripps. There's 
her report on air damage, on food rationing, on schools and nurseries, on women in fac- 
tories and in the armed services. She came away with the conclusion that England to- 
day is a democracy "more realistic than our own". Painless propaganda, home and club-— 
woman appeal. But not up to I.A.R. Wylie's Flight to England (Coming March 12-Random 
House — Page 8). $2.50 


DeJong, David Cornel ACROSS THE BOARD Harper 


Legends, prayers, hymns, poems of personal emotion and relation which are 
highly metaphysical, sometimes allegorical; often elliptic and elusive. There is a 
genuine lyricism here, unusual imagery and contrast; the poems range from the biblical 
to the modern, from the crucifixion to the death of a son in today's war. Many of 
these have appeared in leading liberal magazines and magazines devoted to poetry. Not 
for a wide market. $2.00 


wsieeg: alone vce 


Franklin, Albert B. ECUADOR: Portrait of a People 





Doubleday, Doran 


Part serious study of historical, political and economic backgrounds; part 
@ personal experience and human interest; part travel - and the whole a good overall pic- 
ture of one of the smallest but most interesting of our neighbors to the south. The 
author, determined to seek his material at first hand, covers all parts of the country, 
traveling wherever possible in the way the natives travel, by bus, by mule, by foot, 
ty boat, through country ana jungle, over mountains and plains, to villages and towns. 
He shows a country of broad contrasts. He writes of the main cities -— each one sharply 4 
individual. He writes of fiestas, market days, of personalities, of the tangled web of 
politics, and the good job the president now in power is doing in reestablishing his 
country's credit, in expanding her economic and industrial stability. There is a little 
about the German infiltration, which is not extensive; there is sometning of the future 
value of Ecuador's products to the world; there is consideration of the strategic value 
in the war picture of the Galapagos Islands. Good background material. Illustrated. 


$3.50 
March 17 


Palmer, Mary B. WE FIGHT WITH MERCHANT SHIPS Bobbs—Merrill 


Not a took about our merchant marine exploits in the war, but a tackground 
for better understanding of newspaper reports, an account of global shipping in a ¢glo- 
bal war, the problems of supplies, imports, exports, of troops and equipment, of com- 
mitments, of expanding the output of the hulls, of the reforms and accomplishments of 
the Maritime Commission, of the men and yards and builders behind emergency measures, 
of the officers of the ships and their training, new style. There is also a survey of 
the period of the Neutrality Act and what it meant to ocean transportation, of submar- 
ine warfare and defense measures, of the Navy's needs and their share in protecting the 
mercnant fleet, of convoys to strange ports and the trouble of loading and unloading, 
of typical ocean runs. There are sketches of the builders, the officers, the shipyards, 
now coordinated to the vital military operation of world wide shipping. Good factual 
book. Not an ephemeral contemporary record. $2.75 
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Brickner, Richard M. MD IS GERMANY INCURABLE? Lippincott 


Psychiatry applied to Nazi Germany, for analysis and suggested treatment. 
Idea into book - whicn necessarily has to be well padded to justify its existence. 
Dr. Brickner sees the trend of modern Germany as paranoid, in its need to dominate, its 
persecution complex, its megalomania, its rationalization after the fact. He uses cul- 
tural, historical and political evidence to demonstrate these characteristics as part 
of the German psychology. The cure - to foster those "clear" Germans, free of para- 
noid tendencies, and to introduce a psychiatric army of occupation to re-educate the 


nation. A theory - which may have validity -— but which seems far-fetched. $3.00 
March 18 
Authors of "Thoughts for Food" MORE THOUGHTS FOR FOOD Vanguard 


Somehow we missed the earlier book, so we are making up for the omission 
by reporting on them jointly. These are definitely menu books, books to help the house- 
keeper or hostess who needs a jolt to her complacency to plan more interesting and var- 
ied meals. And they do the job. I found both books chockful of original and appet- 
izing ideas; the recipes themselves (which accompany the menus) are reasonably econ- 
omical. (Can one be too economical and rate high as a cook?) The second volume takes 
the question of shortages and substitutes and sugarless recipes and butterless recipes 
and meatless meals into consideration - with excellent results. The indexing is good- 
and that is not always true of cooktooks. The first volume sold about 30,000, and this 


should prove as popular, and create new buyers for the first volume. $2.50 
Marche wha” ase 
& 
Marsden, Sergeant M.H.R. KHAKI IS MORE THAN A COLOR Doubleday, Doran 


Pretty typical stuff - as one average boy in the army writes of “American 
guys in the Army", what they do, what's done to them, how they like it and how they take 
it. As such it’s all right,- young, buoyant, outspoken, occasionally sentimental. 

From induction to basic training to assignment with the Engineers -— cadre -— Overseas, 
and between, the details of training, manoeuvres, bivouac. The importance of making 
friends, of girls and mothers outside. Minor complaints, chores, and major ‘pleasures, 
furloughs and passes. None of the flavor of See Here, Private Hargrove — just routine 
record. : $2.00 


MaPon—ee— Sy & {\o- 
\ 


Damon, Bertha A SENSE OF HUMUS Simon & Schuster 
1 Mrs. Damon hits the bullseye again with this successor to Grandma Called 
It Carnal ~ and again it's tops with us. This is in different vein, for it is a per- 


sonal record of her chosen way of life, the enjoyment of "a place of her own", shared 
with all her untlunted perception of people, places and things. Her own New Hampshire 
home is quite a contrast to the rigidity of Grandma's background. She writes of her 
hirea man, Samule ("I have never yet quite come up to Samule's expectoration, but of- 
ten near it); of her husband, her uncle, the dogs, the gardening - and her acquired 
"sense of humus" as she struggled for a lawn, a dream of roses, flowers and vegetables 
amid stony acres. There is somethin¢ of the hospitalization (which produced the first 
book); of her return to New Hampshire; of her neighbors, and of the coming of winter. 


Delightful, $2, AY 
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March 23 
De Voto, Bernard THE YEAR OF DECISION: 18646 Little, Brown 
* At last a date is set for this important book (previously reported, on 


July 15th - Page 333 - for September putlication). Here is the vast panorama of West- 
ward expansion, with roots reaching back to Lewis and Clark and the Louisiana Purchase, 
and forward to the struggle to maintain the Union in the Civil War. The year 1846 is 
selected as a crucial and decisive point in which the Mexican and Texas troubles came 
to a head, the Mormon trek made history inits march from the Illinois settlements to 
the land no man then wanted on Great Salt Lake; when war with England threatened over 
the Oregon question, and westbound pioneers reached forward to the northwest, and to 
the coast; when California was still Mexican and mountain men, substantial citizens, 
squatters, a heterogeneous crowd pressed forward by immigrant train, wagon, boat and 

so forth. Familiar names cross the pages, - Jim Bridger, Lansford, Hastings, Hitchcock, 
Clyman, Reed, Parkman; the Donner tragedy is given its full measure of horror. Free- 
mont's shifty plan, Kearny's conquest of Southern California, the Gadsden Purchase — 
all telescoping into relief as 1843 marked "the year of decision" that gave us Texas, 
ultimately, New Mexico, California, Oregon and Deseret - later Utah. A scholar's book, 
which even the layman will find packed with minute detail, and colored by the hopes and 
fears and pleasures and ambitions of the motley throng that stirred and uprooted them- 
selves, and moved westward. A significant facet of American history, of which we can- 
not be too proud today -— but which bore the earmarks of our "manifest destiny". Book 


of the Month choice for April. 3] $3, 50 
March ?#? 
Wales, H.G. Quaritch YEARS OF BLINDNESS Crowell 


From many years personal experience in the Far East, an archaeological ex- 
plorer, now with the British Army Intelligence, writes the story of the disintegration 
of the white man's power. There is much to be learned from it, from the past, for the 
future. Malaya, where the improvement in colonial living conditions led to a general 
softening up, dissolution, which British complacency and apathy left unchecked; India, 
the decline of the Princes, the rise of popular power; Java, where the Dutch progres- 
sed from exploitation to paternalism, too late; Indo China and the grievances against 
the French overlords; protlems of westernization, of caste, etc. And, most important, 
Japan who used a combination of economic penetration, espionage, and propaganda to her 
advantage. A background book, not always consecutively presented, but authentically 
grounded. $3.00 


Geist, Roland C. HIKING, CAMPING AND MOUNTAINEERING Harper 


With cars off the road, this should prove popular and stimulate these ac- 
tivities as part of the youth movement, and as preparedness for mountaineering in the 
war technique. Discussion of equipment, clothes, health rules; of planning where, when 
and how; of youth hostels, cooking outdoors. The rules of camping procedure. Then 
with geographical treakdown, the introduction to each section, factual information 
about locales, concentration on North America. An appendix contains first aid mater- 
ial, lists of clubs, famous feats, climbing rules, ethics, and exercises. $2.50 








Green, Lt. Col. Joseph I. CLAUSEWITZ Longmans, Green 





An addition to The Living Thoughts Library which ties in with current in- 
terest in military strategy. The editor of the Infantry Journal introduces his selec- 
tions from Clausewitz' own writings, by an editorial note, stressing his importance in 
today's conduct of war, weighing his contribution to the Axis methods, appraising his 
international standing as one of the world authorities in his field. A new departure 
for this excellent series. $1.50 
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Train, Arthur THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF EPHRAIM TUTT fet Seribner 





The ingenuous and ingenious Tutt, central figure of so many short stories, 
and favorite of a large audience, is Boswelled by his creator. Authenticating an imag- 
inary figure is a nice idea, and it is typical Tutt-Tutt material. He relates Eph's 
Vermont upbringing (with Coolidge's father a friend of his father), his college years 
at Harvard, then Harvard Law, his first horse and buggy law practice in upper New York, 
then on to New York City with Tammany, public office and private practice. There are 
convincing bits about his chance encounters, the nooks and crannies of the law, his 
dog, his never quite fulfilled hobty of fishing, his observations on judges, witnesses, 
juries, the obsolescencies and artificialities of the law - and how he came to be fic- 
tionized. A certain dry geniality, along with the real facts behind the fiction, with 


actual cases, biographical documentation and so on makes this a natural for its market. 
$3. 00( 7) 


Morrill, Lt. Com. John & Martin, Pete SOUTH FROM CORREGIDOR Simon & Schuster 


A matter of fact, modest and inherently dramatic account of an isolated in- 
cident in the Pacific war, the escape, after the fall of the Philippines, of eighteen 
men in a 33 foot boat through Jap infested waters. Led by John Morrill, these men for- 
merly on the Quail (a minesweeper), took tothe gasoline boat after the abandonment of 
Corregidor and the scuttling of their battered ship. They write of days hiding out 
among friendly Filipinos among the islands and up the goast, nights attempting to get 
away towards Australia, dodging Jap ships and red balls on the lookout for escaping 
craft, they eventually reached the Australian coast and freedom. Not important, per- 
haps, but another personal record of tough action and quick thinking. $2.00 


April 2 
Holt, Rackham GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER Doubleday, Doran 


* The career and character of one of the finest ambassadors of racial good- 
will, teacher, scientist, gifted Negro, whose recent death makes this a timely book in 
the news. From the Missouri woods to international fame, and all the steps between are 
recounted with affection and genuine appreciation. As a child he was nicknamed a “plant 
doctor"; his many talents sent him into far places, until at last he entered a college 
not closed to Negroes. He shifted from art to agriculture, and taught later in Iowa 
State Agricultural University. Then he went to Tuskegee, where under Booker T. Wash- 
ington he was allowed all freedom in his experimentation. From his laboratory came 
evolutionary discoveries of saving waste, turning things to new uses (peanuts, sweet 
potatoes, beans were among the things he worked with), making great contributions to 

the new science of chemurgy, and giving practical aid to his neighbors, black and white. 
A thinker, rather than a fighter, capable when problems of color arose, a scientist ra— 


ther than a sociologist, he was not only a great man of his race, but of all mankind. 
$3.50 





Lavender, David ONE MAN'S WEST Doubleday, Doran 


Anthentic West, as the setting for this first hand account of modern condi- 
tions in the Colorado gold mines, - the work, men and machines, along with plenty of 
incident and personal experience. He writes of mountain climbing and the cattle game, 
with full details of stock raising, winter and summer ranges, riding, comrades, cow- 
herders and owners, the year's routine, sheep raising, and so on. A comprehensive pic- 
ture of the West today, and a worthwhile job of regional current biography. $2.50 
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April 2 
Steincrohn, Peter J. MD HEART DISEASE IS CURABLE Doubleday, Doran 


Approximately four million Americans have some form of heart weakness. If 
you have it, you should know it for "heart disease is curable". Against a brief chap- 
ter dealing with the physiology of the heart as background, Dr. Steincrohn goes on to 
the subject of symptoms as clues to heart trouble, to diagnostic difficulties and aids, 
the treatment in general and the importance of some degree of sacrifice to a good end. 
He feels the value of wider dissemination of knowledge as a deterrent to incorrect hand- 
ling of the problen. $1.98 

April 5 


Niles, Blair-PASSENGERS TO MEXICO: The Last Invasion of the Americas-Farrar & Rinehart 


* Once again the story of Maximilian and Carlota and Napoleon III's dream of 
a French Empire in Mexico, is told by a good tale spinner. Blair Niles has told the 
story supremely well, with a fresh approach, clever documentation, and adroit recrea- 
tion of period and scene. She has made of it a colorful, dramatic, sad adventure, with 
paralleling of present day threat of invasion by a hostile, grasping power. Secretary 
Seward, Juarez, Mexican Minister Romero, and the ill-starred pair are the principal ac- 
tors; Princess Salm-Salm and Sara Yorke are recurrent actors. The events are recounted 
as they appeared to these people, as manipulations of fate, history and humans, drew 
them all into the vortex of tragedy. A grand bit of reading - for a general audience. 
$3.00 


Rusk, Rogers D, FORWARD WITH SCIENCE Knopf 


With no pandering to easy popularization, this is a study of the advances 
of science, largely in the field of physics, which explains fully the new theories, 
new results, in fairly technical terms. Although clear and explicit, it does predicate 
an understanding of higher science. Revolutionary discovery concerning the nature of 
matter, the new particles, divisibility of atoms; the electron microscope, radioactivs 
ity, thermodynamics, spectroscope, transmutation of matter and harnessing of atomic 
energy, the Quantum Theory and Einstein's Relativity, and new weapons of warfare, Rusk 


recognizes the threat to humanity in misapplication of these findings. $3,787 
P a Jf. 
' April 6— Herter uss $ O 

Coffin, Robert P. Tristram *MEREEAN- PRIMER Fer Ginwucra Macmillan 


A fairly popular poet with a new collection of homespun verse, for the most 
part a summation of and paean to America and the American tradition. Pioneers and 
presidents, Yankee captain and lumberjack, Indian and country doctor, farm and little 
red schoolhouse, clambake and baked beans, legend and tall tale,- all representative 


of American men and women, ways and folklore. $2. G0 
April 7 
Lowe, Pardee FATHER :AND GLORIOUS DESCENDANT Little, Brown 


A biracial biography and autobiography combined, as the author tells of his 
father's life in and around San Francisco, and the family's hyphenated worlds. From 
father's embracing what the new world has to offer but retaining his belief in Chinese 
training, to the children's exposure to both ways of life and their balance between 
the two, this is a mature, humorously wise account of the complex problems confront» 
ing two generations. Father's business ups and downs, mother's gentle ruling, and the 
household adaptation to stepmother after mother's unexpected death, are the dominant 
patterns, with many, colorful threads of hatchet men and tongs, smuggling, the three 
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Nicaraguan refugees, father and driving a car, Wall Street, the American daughter-in- 
law and first grandson, wildcat soup, and the glory of father's Longevity Feast. Good 
pieture of a Chinese boy growing up in a Chinese community, on the fringe of a great 
white city, of his emergence from a wholly Chinese pattern of thought and way of life 
into a mixed - and often conflicting -— pattern. It should prove an excellent leaven- 
ing in these days when the racial problem needs to be approached with new perspective. 
he author does for Chinatown in reverse what Carl Glick did in Shake Hands with the 
Mrapon, $2.50 


April 8 
Hamilton, Alice MD EXPLORING THE DANGEROUS TRADES Little, Brown 


The autobiography of a woman doctor who pioneered in the relatively new 
field of occupational diesase thirty years ago, and fought for protection and compen- 
sation of the worker. She was an important figure in medicine and public health, took 
part in many of the liberal-social projects of her time, the 1915 peace conference, the 
League's Committee to fight disease, the Sacco Vanzetti case. Early years with Jane 
Addams at Hull House drew her toward the labor cause, and she made the government's 
first surveys of occupational disease, and won the coveted recognition of being appoint- 
ed to Harvard's Medical School staff. A full life of a public spirited woman —- well 
told. Not designed primarily for a lay audience, but for physicians, social workers, 


etc. April J& 2.0 $3.00 


Tuomey, Douglas THE HOME MECHANIC Macmillan 


Short cuts (I got some good tips out of every chapter) to handy man jobs 
around the house, a very useful asset when the man of the house is away from home, and 
the old faithful man-of-—all-trades has gone into defense work. I found the best in- 
structions on the selection and use of basic tools that I remember seeing, and simple 
background data on elementary engineering principles. Then he goes on to specific sub-— 
jeets such as concrete, brickwork, plastering, painting, roofing, heating, plumbing, 


insulation, and special problems raised by fuel shortage, and so on. Good handbook. 
$2.50 


Hawkins, J. Harold YOUR HOUSE; Its Upkeep & Rejuvenation Doubleday, Doran 


Another book in the fiela (to be published 2/3), reviewed here for compar— 
ative purposes. There is a good deal of duplication, but this book is not quite so 
elementary as The Home Mechanic, so beyond a certain point they supplement each other. 
This goes farther into actual building and structural problems, rebuilding and repair 
problems, rather than primarily confining itself to chores. The author covers the 
house from cellar to roof, outside and ine Somewhat the market of First Aid to the 
Ailing House. And again a book that should have added value in war time. Indexed. 


$2.50 
d~WArwy — yh | \) 
Hallock, Grace T. \ 
Armstrong, Dr. Donald B. & WHAT TO DO TILL THE DOCTOR COMES Simon & Schuster 


First take a First Aid Course. Then apply it at home, while waiting for 
the doctor. This book ties theory down to practice, in sound commonsense fashion, with 
pietures and diagrams where text is inadequate. Every sort of accident that may occur 
even in well run households, in camp or school or off on holiday, in public places 
where one may be called upon in emergency -— accidents from falls, from machinery, from 
fire, fainting, sudden pain, accidental taking of poison, suffocation, and so on — these 
and more are presented, defined, described, and temporary procedure indicated. A good 
handbook for the medicine cabinet. $.75 
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REPRIVTS & REVISED EDITIONS 


Rimington, Critchell FIGHTING FLEETS Dodd, Mead 
Revised and enlarged survey of the navies of the world 


This 1943 edition of what might be called an American Jane's Fighting Ships 
includes a comprehensive listing of 4000 principal warships of the world, an increased 
number of vessels listed, more photographs, drawings and diagrams, and a number of new 
contributed articles dealing with the war by acknowledged authorities, (4/77?) $4, 50 


Thompson, Oscarved,. THE INTERNATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA OF MUSIC & MUSICIANS Dodd, Mead 


Certain criticisms which the publication of the original edition brought 
forth have been met, new material has been added, old material supplemented and brought 
up to date. The final result is doubtless the best one volume cyclopedia of music 
available. In format it is specifically designed for constant reference, not only in 
its arrangement and the facility of its reference, but in its light weight paper, its 
tinzding made so it will lie open, its readable type. Important public library item. 


(2/28) $ 
Ve ee 
Mahan, Alfred Thayer THE LIFE OF NELSON Little, Brown 


The increasing importance of The Influence of Sea Power upon History has 
created interest in the reissue of this biography of Nelson, published in two volumes, 
48 years ago, in one volume 44 years ago. Both editions are out of print since 1928. 
In Puleston's biography of Mahan, he endorses the Velson enthusiastically (while decry— 
ing Mahan's Farragut, incidentally). Mahan wrote the biography while on his last sea 
duty, commanding the Chicago, and covered many places that figured in Nelson's life, 
contacting people who could give him new material. In spite of the numerous biograph- 
ies of Nelson published since that time, this still deserves an important place. (3/25) 

$5.00 


Rombauer, Irma S. THE JOY OF COOKING Bobbs—Merrill 


The tremendous popularity of this book in and around St. Louis has now ex- 
tended wherever the book has been sold. Many practical books find the method of intro- 
ducing the ingredients in the body of the text descriting procedure, rather than as a 
separate listing, a short cut to efficient operation. The menus and recipes are de- 
signed for the average level of American income; there are many basic rules of value to 
every howsekeeper (interchanging ingredients, explanation of terms, increase or decrease 
of quantities, rules for different sorts of baking powders, reasons for failures, and 
so on). There is good reading matter too, and even the novice will find it practical. 
The new edition carries 700 additional recipes, a chapter on leftovers, a chapter on 
sugar—saving recipes, on use of packaged foods, on new canning and preserving methods. 
The book is bound in washable cloth. Circular material available on advance orders. 
(4/15) $2.50 


Mantle, Burns & THE BEST PLAYS OF 1909-19 Dodd, Mead 
Sherwood, Garrison P. ed, 


This was originally published in 1933 and has been out of print for several 
years. The decade covered is that one which preceded the first of the annual volumes, 
and Mantle has presented the outstanding successes in condensed form, as in the later 
volumes. Ultimately, he plans to issue a companion volume covering 1899-1909. This re- 
issued volume contains The Easiest Way, Mrs, Bumpstead-Leigh, Disraelt, Romance, Seven 
Keys to Paldpate, On Trial, The Unchastened Woman, Good Gracious Annabel, Why Marry? 
and John Ferguson, A useful book for the little theatre groups which are now - for the 
period of the war, doing group reading instead of acting. (2/9) $5.00 
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We've Stopped Apologizing for Late Comers! 





Bobbs—Merrill 





Wendt, Lloyd & Kogan, Herman LORDS OF THE LEVEE 
The Story of Bathouse John & Hinky Dink 







The First Ward of Chicago and its two gaudy and wily powers - John J. 
Coughlin and Michael Kenna — whose rule was always newsworthy, open to criticism, mud— 
slinging and publicity. From humble origins, to cogs in the political machinery, on to 
ward feudalism, they made their way individually, eventually joined up and, as alder- 
men,had a following to whom they could do no wrong. It is a picture of the turn of 
the century high civic jinks, of Chicago's coming of age in rowdy fashion, of graft, 
early rackets and unsavory deals. A decidedly different side of the picture from 
Ernest Poole's Giants Gone (Whittlesey, page 14), it is nevertheless part of the por- 
trait of the city, and, as such, of difinite local appeal and particularly interesting 
































to a masculine audience. Illustrated. (Published) $3.00 
Divine, A.D. FIREDRAKE Dutton 
* The story of a British destroyer on Mediterranean convoy duty, a destroyer 


that passed its million mile mark. Affection, admiration, spare simplicity of narra- 
tive go into this account of a gallant ship, The story is told wholly in terms of the 
ship, nothing of the men who manned rer. First, to Scapa and back, patrolling, sub- 
marine chasing, convoying; then to Norway, where she assisted in the evacuation of the 
troops from Narvik; then the Mediterranean, where she convoyed for the British Eighth 
Army, took part in the defeat of the Italian Navy, and where — eventually — she was 
a badly wounded, almost sunk, and then reprieved. An effective account of sea action for 

largely masculine tastes. Illustrated. (Published) $2.75 


Strong, Patience THE BROAD HORIZON Dutton 


Helpful scraps of homely philosophy, written in rhymed prose form. T@e em— 
phasis this time is on wartime needs of her numerous readers,—-separation, sorrow, faith. 


These little books have built up a substantial aale. You doubtless know their market. 
(2/4) $. 50 


Kesten, Herman-ed. HEINRICH HEINE: Works of Prose L.B. Fischer 


Louis Untermeyer edited the Poems and Life in a two volume edition issued 
by Harcourt, Brace. He now provides the introduction for this one volume selection of 
prose, and acknowledges that he had hoped to do this himself, but endorses the fine 
editorial job of selection, arrangement and notation done by Herman xesten. Heine's 
prose is little known in this country. This volume serves as an excellent introduc-— 
tion:-— reviews and prophecies, epigrams and puns, letters, biographical sketches, po- 
litical pieces, showing an allover balance between the utopian and the materialist, the 
potémical and the non-political thinker. I found the letters the most interesting 
reading, a key to the personality and character of the man, to his attitude toward the 
world in which he lived. He showed small love for the English, deep devotion for the 
French and instinctive distrust of his own race. A book for libraries and colleges. 


(2/8) $3.00 

Cammaerts, Emile UPON THIS ROCK Harper 
e See the report on this in the Religious Book Supplement, page 62. We feel 

that the book must surely have a sale outside the special department, so urge you to 


consider it as a tender, sensitive story of the relationship between father and son, 
written by a Belgian who lost his son in the RAF. It is furthermore a study in spir- 
itual growth through experience and pain of loss. (2/8) $1, 00 
















February 1, 1943 Non-fictton a 
Marchal, Leon VICHY: Two Years of Deception Macmillan 


* An important contribution to better understanding of the pattern of the 
Vichy regime, ending "as it began, in abdication and dishonor". It is not, however, of 
much news value. The author, up to the accession of Laval, a member of the Henry—Haye 
embassy in Washington, has observed diplomatic restraint, and withheld information 
available to him only in his diplomatic capacity. The result, while important as an 
orderly marshalling of events, as a revealing analysis of the personalities and events 
of the Vichy regime, adds virtually nothing not already known to informed sources. For 
the general putlic, however, he is enlightening in his honest assessment of Petain, 
whose dishonor he slowly and reluctantly acknowledged, of Laval, traitor from the start, 
of Darlan, a willing tool of Vichy and Berlin, and of other lesser lights. His ownsym- 
pathy and faith in De Gaulle, backed, he feels, by 90% of the French people, in both 
occupied and unoccupied France, is clearly stated. His record ends with a brief con- 
cluding postscript, reporting the invasion of North Africa, the fall of any semblance 
of unoccupied France. He stops short of the aftermath, with all its new complexities 
and confusions. The book is solid reading, informative, clearly organized and present- 
ed. But it lacks the spark that will make it essential reading for the masses. A de- 
finitive book could not yet have been written. Meantime, this serves a purpose. ( Publ.) 


Hough, Donald SNOW ABOVE TOWN Norton 


* The involuntary exile of t* author, his wife Berry, their son Sherwood, 

in a Wyoming foothills town where they stopped off en route to Mexico, and where the 
gambling tables got their traveling and budget funds. They learned to love the place, 
the people and the life and this account in casual, informal manner, traces the discom— 
forts, the delights, and the daily round of the community life. There's the jail, with 
its waiting list, and the opposition jail; the rodeo, the hunting, the cat and dog they 
acquire, fishing, the National Park and the elk herds, first considered enemies, now 
accepted, the newspaper and its editor, the bar and its social importance, the cattle 
business, including a selling trip to Chicago and a fiasco of a dinner (this is straight 
Bemelmans!), the life lines of transportation through the Tetons, the warfare with the 
stove and the fire siren, the outer and inner life of the Square, and the year's end - 
of contentment. And we're not forgetting Hough's misadventures with the animal knewn 
as the horse. The things that go on around him and his way of telling them are con- 
tagiously enjoyable. Robust enjoyment here. (2/10) $2.75 


Broderick, Alan H. NORTH AFRICA Ox ford 


An addition to the handy little World Today series, and one that is very 
definitely in the news. The material is handled in routine fashion, — history, geo- 
¢éraphy, background, social and economic conditions, strategic importance. He then takes 
the countries one by one, making them take form as individual entities - and thereby 
making the North African campaign more understandable. Illustrated by photographs. 
{Publ.) $1.25 


Hooker, Rufus W. M.D. SHIP'S DOCTOR Whittlesey 


Straight human interest small storying, not too high level, but covering 
the experienees of a jack of all medical trades, a ship's doctor, who chose this field 
of practice because of the variety it afforded. Almost anything came his way, from the 
Argentinian Ambassador with leukemia to a group of mental deportees; from eminent per- 
sonages like the Cordell Hulls and Mrs. Roosevelt to rough guys on the crew. Surgical 
emergencies, ship romances, seasickness and sunburn, veterinary sidelines, all parts 
of a minor career. Dr. Hooker is serving with the armed forces at present. We've had 
just about every other sort of doctor, so this rounds out the subject, but I can't see 
that this particulazs: item is the definitive one in its field. (2/8) $2, 50 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 










Appleton-Century 






Chapman, Maristan - TRAIL BEYOND THE ROCKIES (J) - definite date 2-26 33 
Hawthorne, Hildegarde - CALIFORNIA'S MISSIONS - definite date 3/26 17 
Yates, R.F. -— FUN WITH YOUR MICROSCOPE (J) -definite date 2/26 35 





Dodd, Mead 
Morton, H.V. — I SAW TWO ENGLANDS - from 2/9 to 2/23 617 










Doubleday, Doran 
Slaughter, Frank G. - AIR SURGEON - from 3/5 to 5/7 






Farrar & Rinehart 

























Baldwin, Faith - WASHINGTON U.S.A, - from 1/30 to 2/11 622 
Franken, Rose ~ ANOTHER CLAUDIA - from 3/4 to 4/19 22 
Nathan, George Jean. -— BEWARE OF PARENTS —- from 2/19 to 4/1 27 
Harper 
Baton, Evelyn - THE SEA IS SO WIDE - from 2/17 to 3/3 20 
Fine, B. - EDUCATIONAL PUBLICITY - from 1/20 to 4/7 333 
Footner, Hulbert — DEATH OF A SABOTEUR - postponed to 3/3 8 
Hirsch, J. - PRICE CONTROL IN WAR - postponed to 2/17 9 
Motherwell, Hiram — THE PEACE WE FIGHT FOR - postponed to 2/17 312 
Pratt, Fletcher - THE NAVY EAS WINGS -— postponed to 3/3 10 
Techy, M. — FILET CROCHET LACE -— postponed to 3/17 12 
e Vernam, R. W. — DRAWING PEOPLE FOR FUN - postponed to 3/3 634 
Vickery & Cole - INTERCULTURAL EDUCATION — from 2/3 to 3/8 12 


Houghton Mifflin 


Du Bois, T. ~ BANJO THE CROW {[J) — definite date 2/18 33 
Gooden, A.H. -— GUNS ON THE HIGH MESA - from 1/19 to 2/23 6 
MacLeish, A. - A TIME TO ACT ~— from 1/19 to 4/13 2 
Raine, W. MacL. — HELL AND HIGH WATER - definite date 3/16 7 
Standen, A. — INSECT INVADERS - definite date 2/156 815 
Taylor, M. — PX (J) - definite date 3/186 36 
Wintringham, T. — THE STORY OF WEAPONS AND TACTICS — Note correct title. 

Date is 2/18 27 

Knopf 

Brogan, D. We. -— THE ENGLISH PEOPLE — from 3/1 to 4/5 27 
Fortune & Burton - ELIZABET NEY -— from 2/15 to 4/8 818 


Lippincott 


Driscoll, J. - WAR DISCOVERS ALASKA —- from 2/3 to 2/24 13 
Flikke, Col. J.O. — NURSES IN ACTION =‘from 2/24 to 3/10 27 
Lardner, John — SOUTHWEST PASSAGE - from 2/10 to 3/8. Price from $2.78 

to $3.00 28 
Redmond, Lt. J. — I SERVED ON BATAAN —- from 2/15 to 3/3 28 


Little Brown 
Lerner, M. - Ed. - THE MIND AND FAITH OF JUSTICE HOLMES - from 3/10 to 5/5 17 
’ a Matthews & Weeter - OUR SOLDIERS SPEAK - from 2/24 to 3/10 15 
Queen, Ellery — THERE WAS AN OLD WOMAN - from 2/25 to 3/24 8 
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Macmillan 


Morrow 


Random 


Reynal 


Raker, E. T. —~ THE HOME VETERINARIAN'S HANDBOOK - from 2/9 to 3/186 
Cahalane, V.H. — MEETING THE MAMMALS —- from 3/2 to 3/283 

Fox, E.F. ~ TRAVELS IN AFGHANISTAN ~ from 3/15 to 4/86 

Gabrielson, I.N. — WILDLIFE REFUGES ~ from 8/12 to 3/23 

Jotvim, J. — BRAZIL IN THE MAKING — from 3/? to 4/3 

Murdoch, A. — BOOM COPPER — from 2/2 to 3/9 

Seletz, J. — HOPE DEFERRED — definite date 4/138 

Stephenson, G. —- MELODY IN DARKNESS - from 2/? to 3/15 

Warren, C. M. — ONLY THE VALIANT - postpones to 2/13 


Haven, C.T. — A COMPREHENSIVE SMALL ARMS MANUAL. This will be a cloth 
bound book. 


House 

James, S. — SOUTH OF THE CONGO — postpones to 2/19 

Reynolds, Quentin -—- DRESS REHEARSAL - from 2/25 to 3/1 

Sheean, Vincent — BETWEEN THE THUNDER AND THE SUN - from 2/26 to 3/26 


& Hitchcock 
Tolischus, 0.D. — TOKYO RECORD — from 2/12 to 2/19 


Simon & Schuster 


Duranty, W. -— SEARCH FOR A KEY - definite date 2/25 
Head, M. — THE SMELL OF MONEY ~— definite date 2/12 


Ullstein, H. — THE RISE AND FALL OF THE HOUSE OF ULLSTEIN - definite date 


2/10 


Richard RK. Smith 





Harrison, Margaret — CAPTAIN OF THE ANDES - from 1/? to 2/8 
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NOTE: -— Ash Wednesday comes late this year —- March 10th. Plan your Lenten list early, 













Baldridge, Cyrus LeRoy THE PARABLES Harper 









. A picture took for all age. groups. This 54 page, 9" x 12" volume is hand- 
somely pictured in color and in black and white and presents a distinguished setting 
for the parables and other sayings of Jesus. The Bible quotations are from the King 
James Version but have been arranged in modern paragraphs, which aids in bringing out 
their full meaning and beauty. Publ. $2.50 












Bowie, Walter Russell WHICH WAY AHEAD? Harper 








° Designed for everyone who wants to make the ideal of brotherhood and neigh- 
borliness a practical reality in the new world we are going to build. The author sees 
the present upheaval as a moral revolution which will bring not only social and economic 
changes, but changes in the church as an institution. He believes that now is the time 
for the church to furnish the moral stamina which every nation needs; that churchmen 
must meet the challenge with courage and vision. The message in this book should stim- 
ulate every reader who hopes for a better world, for it will inspire each person to ac- 
cept his individual moral responsibility in shaping the future. This is the selection 
of Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church fer Lenter reading; should be a good item for 
those stores that stock a few religious books for the Lenten season. (3427) $1.50 
3 























Bowman, John Wick THE INTENTION OF JESUS Westminster 


The thesis of this book is that Jesus’ culture was Hebraic, rather than Hel- 
lenic, and that within the limits of Hebraic culture he took his stand. His intention 
was to fulfill the prophetic thought at its hishest. The author gives the views of var- 
ious schools of thought as well as his own. For the serious reader and scholar. The 
author is Memorial Professor of the New Testament in Western Theological Seminary, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. (4/1) $2.50 


Brennan, Robert E., O.P., Edited by ESSAYS IN THOMISM Sheed & Ward 


Thomas Aquinas has had a profound influence on Catholic thought and in this volume 
of more than 400 pages, leading Tnomists of 5 countries present essays which enable the 
reader to sample the Thomistic synthesis. Jacques _varitain, Mortimer Adler, Walter Far- 
rel, Yves Simon and others give a dependable resume of the present state of the prob- 
lems and prospects of Thomism, each reporting in his own field. Although this will ap- 
peal to a limited audience, it makes good and profitable reading. (3/1) $5.00 
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Burton, Katherine CELESTIAL HOMESPUN: The Life of Longmans, Green 
Isaac Thomas Hecker 


The boyhood and youth of this man was spent in a quest for faith. Very 
early he participated in politics with his family in the Equal Rights party; this led 
to a deeper interest in social reform, which in turn led t6 a still deeper longing for 
the tasic principles to be found only in religion. He became the friend of Brownson, 
Dana, Emerson, Thoreau and Alcott. He was a member of Brook Farm for a while, but fi- 
nally joined the Catholic church. As a novice he had a struggle, but when he finally 
settled all the conflicts within his soul he became a great popular Catholic lecturer, 
and the founder and editor of the literary magazine The Catholic World, This book is 
very detailed, but a good revelation of a man's struggle for and growth in religion. 


Of general Catholic interest, (March) $3.00 
Cammaerts, Emile UPON THIS ROCK Harper 
* Professor Cammaerts, a Belgian living in England, has lost his son in the 


ReA,F. In this book, he tells briefly of the love and understanding worked out between 
father and son, of the boy's attempt to adjust to life and to find a career, and of 

his spiritual development during the days of military training. Much of the latter is 
revealed in quotations from letters, while the last half of the book reveals the fa- 
ther's spiritual development and how he found his way through the pain of loss. Al- 
though this is a father-son book, the role of the wife and mother illuminates the pages, 
as does also family love. A book for the whole family, and for any denomination. Should 
not be confined to Religious Book Department. (2/3) $1.00 


Chamberlain, Wm. Douglas THE MEANING OF REPENTANCE Westminster 


The author explains the misconceptions of repentance, due in part to a mis- 

translation of the word. The idea of self-torture, of "doing—penance" is discarded 

for a more creative view. He sees repentance as a metamorphosis of the whole man; as 

a reorientation of a personality with reference to God and his purpose. Repentance 
presupposes new revelation; it demands 2 complete change in mental outlook and life 
design. The author believes that the church must realize this and on this basis rede- 
fine its task for the future, and the final pages are devoted to the meaning that this 
more creative interpretation can have for preaching. The author is Professor of New 
Testament at Presbyterien Seminary, Louisville, Ky. (8/1) $2.00 


Crowell, Grace Noll THE LIFTED LAMP Harper 


This little book of verse by the widely—known Tex@8s poet is for all who 
feel and respond to the moods that are created by winter twilight, meadows at dusk, a 
Vermeer canvas or a shelf of old books. Here the poetry of white lilacs, a mountain 
canyon, a golden eagle's flight becomes articulate; a meditation on the Lord's prayer 
and on the word of God lend special reverence, and the poem to 2 son in training will 
comfort every mother's heart. (Publ.) ~ $1,00 
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Edwards, E.J., SsV.D. THESE TWO HANDS Bruce 


* This story of a Catholic missionary priest in the Philippines tells of the 
struggle of a fastidious man, primarily interested in books and a scholarly life, to 
learn to live with, understand, and finally, love people in spite of poverty, filth 
and disease that beset them. Here is a good character lesson for all of us, regard-— 
less of our church or non-church affiliations, for although this is a Catholic story, 
it avoids the supernatural quality of most of the Catholic tooks. The descriptions of 
the natural setting--the colorful corals, gaudy fish, adventures in fishing boats and 
encounters with sharks add greatly to the interest of this readable story. ( Publ.) 
$2.25 





Farrell, Walter; O.P. A COMPANION TO THE SUMMA Sheed & Ward 


The Summa of St. Thomas Aquinas, so important to Catholic thought and 
philosophy, has been put into straight chapters and modern idiom by Father Farrell, 
whose clear thinking and excellent style render valuable service to the present-day 
reader who might find it difficult to read the objection-—and-answer form of the origin- 
al. The three preceding volumes in this series were entitled The Architect of the 
Universe, The Pursuit of Happiness, and The Fullness of Life, This concluding volume, 
The Way of Life states the supernatural facts and traces the royal road a man's feet 
must walk and the goals that await him at the end of the journey. (Publ.) $3.75 


Filson, Floyd V. ONE LORD — ONE FAITE Westminster 


Did the first generation of Christians correctly understand the mind of 
Jesus? Did they rightly interpret the meaning of his life? Did they faithfully trans- 
mit the message they received from him? In discussing these important issues of New 
Testament study, the author first surveys the conclusions of critical authorities on 
the Synoptic Gospels and examines the development in views of Gospel origins. The 
second part of the book deals with the "continuity between Jesus and the Primitive 
Church" and discusses the God of history, the centrality of Jesus, the power of spirit 
and the moral fiber of faith. Not for the popular audience but for the more serious 
students of the New Testament. The author is Professor of New Testament literature 
and History at Presbyterian Theological Seminary. (4/15) $2.00 


Gable, Mariella, Comp. by GREAT MODERN CATHOLIC SHORT STORIES Sheed & Ward 


In stories by Ernest Hemingway, Morley Callaghan, Phyllis Bottome, Kather- 
ine Mansfield, L.A,G. Strong, Paul Horgan, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Peter Whiffen, Sean 
O'Faolain and others, Sister Gable sees a new realism which is a landmark in writing 
about convents, monasteries and the daily routine of parish duties. In her introduc- 
tion she welcomes this new trend to present nuns, monks, brothers and priests as they 
are-—-teaching rapid addition to children in parochial schools, drinking proverbially 
bad coffee brewed in monastery kitchens, and occasionally jealous of each other. She 
points out how different these stories are from the highly romanticized and sometimes 
violent fabrications of the short stories of the past. These short stories make good 
reading for Catholics and Protestants alike. (Publ.) $3.00 
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Gill, Everett A. T. ROBERTSO,: A Biography Macmillan 


A number of the facts about the life of this Baptist who was professor of 
theology, scholar, writer and preacher are assembled in this book. It reveals Robert-— 
son as an interesting man, although the book lacks the challenge of a creative biogra- 
phy. The background of Robertson's early life is given, his schooldays, his partici- 
pation in the Whitsitt controversy, his part in the Baptist World Alliance, his trav— 
els in Europe, his character as a teacher. Robertson, the author of 46 books, is chief- 
ly famous for his Greek grammar of the New Testament. There is a chapter containing 
his pithy sayings and also one giving estimates of him by other people. (2/23) $2.50 


Hazelton, Roger THE ROOT AND FLOWER OF PRAYER Macmillan 


This book looks at the experience of prayer, the needs through which it 
arises, the ends it seeks. It considers the: thought of God addressed in prayer, and 
examines the prayer as a form of words, emphasizing its kinship with poetry. It deals 
with the available source-—material for constructing prayers, from liturgical and devo- 
tional material to the rich literature of the imagination. There are suggestions for 
preparation and delivery, including some comments on the function of pastoral prayer 
in wartime. The study is concluded with some of the author's prayers, chosen to illus-— 
trate the principles which the book sets forth. This book is for ministers and for 
others having part in public worship, but of great interest to all individuals who pray 
privately, for the discussions of content and of words, rhythms, themes, moodg, move- 
ments etc., will help each individual give color and dimension to his own prayers so 


that they can take root and flower more abundantly in his own heart. (Publ.) $1.75 
Herman, Steward W. Jr. IT'S YOUR SOULS WE WANT Harper 
* As rector of the American Church in Berlin from 1935-1941, and chaplain of 


the American Embassy staff since 1939, the author witnessed at first-hand the Nazi cam- 
paign to uproot Christianity. He tells of the resistance of churchmen and of individ- 
uals—-many of these latter not regular church members-—-—who held to Christian beliefs 
and to Christian marriage and funeral rituals. Here are interesting details about the 
new "pagan" and "national" pageants and ceremonies which were invented by the Nazis for 
what had formerly been considered religious occasions, and an explanation of how all 
history has been reinterpreted in order to redirect German faith into channels. Al- 
though the Nazis have used psychological understanding in giving Germans a new recep- 
tacle for their faith, the mounting casualties of war have interferred with the progress 
of weaning the people from a real religion, for death has to be met with a stronger re-— 
ligion than Hitler can offer. A book to recommend to the general public for it is an 


excellent picture of conditions inside Germany. (3/8) | $2.50 
Hiltner, Seward RELIGION AND HEALTH Macmillan 
” An excellent book for all those who would understand themselves and help 


others. While it is addressed particularly to the clergy, it is so specific in amalyz- 
ing what mental hygiene is, and in examining the fears, anxieties and hostilities which 
all of us know in greater or lesser cugree, that it is of enormous help to all individ- 
uals in the daily working out of their lives. It should be of particular help to par- 
ents who have to deal with excessive shyness, seclusiveness and day dreaming on the part 
of their children, and will cause them to examine their own attitudes toward their child- 
ren. The author discusses the physiological, psychological and cultural causes of men- 
tal illness, and gives us a basis for examining to what extent any illness is physical 
and psychical. The author believes that mental hygiene has suggested new insights which 
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may change some of the misrepresentations which have been made of Christianity, but 
that it has reinforced and given new weight to many of the basic Christian truths. 

He shows how Jesus had this insight and worked on the basis not merely of making a 
"cure" but of making a man "whole." The author sees that the church has an enormous 
field in working through knowledge of mental hygiene, especially in educational and 
preventive work. He is not afraid to criticize the church for some of its false con- 
ceptions in the past~--as, for instance, its lack of discrimination in judging parent- 
child relationships and in having given approval to the exploitative love of a parent 
for a child: orin condemning anger rather than teaching more about the social and spi- 
ritual explanation and control of anger: or that this church has been too often ready 
to help a man who broke his leg but unable to help a man who broke his heart. He 
stresses the importance of self-understanding in a clergyman, if he is counsel others 
properly; gives specific information in the principles of interview-counseling, and 

in enlisting the aid of community resources whether they be individual physicians, 
psychologists, etc., or welfare agencies, hospitals and schools. This book is not 
Freudian nor sexy, but a straightforward, commonsense discussion of everyday problems 
which enable any reader to examine the problems of the moment by looking back for the 
trouble in some past experience or inhibited emotion. This book can be recommended 

to persons of any denomination, to pastors or any persons working with others, and to 
individuals who have personal or family problems. (Publ.) $2.50 


Hoye, Bjarne and TEE FIGHT OF THE NORWEGIAN CHURCH AGAINST NAZISM Macmillan 
Ager, Trygve M. 


This book tells of the church's struggle since 1940 with the Nazis and with 
Quisling which has resulted in a united Christian front and a broad backing of the 
church by all Norwegians. Of the movement for a "free" church, for traditionally the 
Norwegian church has been connected with the state. The churchmen have been so cour-— 
ageous and so determinded that the Nazis have tried compromises, all the while, how- 
ever, conducting a tremendous pressure campaign behind the scenes. This book also con- 
tains the famous "pastoral letter" banned by the Nazis. Of interest to the general 
reader who is eager to have information atout any kind of resistance to Hitler in Eur-— 


ope. (3/2016 $1.75 
Horten, Walter Marshall OUR ETERNAL CONTEMPORARY Harper 


Professor Horton of Oberlin College, author of "Can Christianity Save Civ- 
ilization” writes about the Living Christ, and the need to recognize Jesus as a leader 
today. He discusses the school of thought which emphasizes Jesus as an historical 
character, and points out the importance of Jesus as a contemporary if we are to solve 
the world problems confronting us now. This book should be of interest to theologians 
and laymen alike who are interested in Christianity as a vital force in the world to- 
day. (Publ.) $2.00 


Hurrell, Grace THE CHURCH'S PLAY Sheed & Ward 


Since the Mass is such an important part of Catholic life and worship this 
author attempts to make its meaning clear to children. She presents the Mass as a 
play, the church as 2 stage, the different colors and things on and about the altar 
as the scenery; the audience is God and his angels; the players are the priest and the 
servers; we are the crowd. The book is well-done and accomplishes tts purpose admir- 
ably; it is well-printed and designed, and should be of interest to Catholie children 
and to teachers. (Publ.) $1.50 
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Kelley, Francis Clement TALES FROM THE RECTORY Bruce 


Brief character sketches and brief episodes and interludes in the lives of 
priests, bishops, missionaries, liberators and just ordinary people, that are object 
lessons for the thoughtful. Told in story form, they make interesting pick-up reading 
which will give the reader a life situation, a point of virtue or lack of it, an expres- 
sion of faith, to ponder over. (4/1) ?? 


Jones, Stanley &E. ABUNDANT LIVING Abingdon—Cokesbury 


The author of The Christ of the Indian Road tells how to face and overcome 
obstacles in the quest of God and explores the resources for abundant living in this 
book of inspirational and devotional readings. (Publ.) $1.00 


Kienberger, Vincent, 0O.P. THE WAY OF THE BLESSED CHRIST Longmans, Green 


A book for devout Catholics who will find new strength in the story of love 
which is the story of the life of Jesus. The 33 meditations (one for each year of the 
Lord’s life) cover the story from tirth to resurrections Father Kienberger is a Do- 
minican preacher and retreat-master. (Publ.) $2.25 


McConnell, Francis John EVANGELICALS, REVOLUTIONISTS AND IDEALISTS Abingdon-—Cokesbury 


Presented first as the Drew Lectures in Biography, the chapters of this 
book tell of six English contributors to American thought and action: James Edward 
Oglethorpe, John Wesley, George Whitefield, Thomas Paine, George Berkeley and William 
Wilberforce. Written by a Methodist bishop, this book should be of biographical and 


historical interest to Protestants. Adequate but uninspired. (Publ.) $1.50 
Morteveille, Blanche THE ROSE UNPETALLED Bruce 
° This account of the life of St. Therese of the Child Jesus will be of in- 


terest to all Catholics and to others who have visited her shrine at Lisieux and who 
remember that so many Frenchman during the last war placed their faith for victory in 
her. She was canonized in 1925. This book tells of her childhood, school days, and 
of her years in the Cloisters of Carmel where she contracted tuberculosis and died in 
her twenties. She believed in the Little Way, in "greatness in littleness," and lived 
a life of extreme self-mortification. There is an epilogue which contains an account 
of some of the miracles performed by this Saint since her death. (Publ.) $2.75 


Ross, Peter V. THE BIBLE IN BRIEF Prentice-Hall 


A pocket-size digest of the Old and New Testament, King James Version. By 
the author of "A Digest of the Bible." (Publ.) $1.00 


Savage, Alma H. DOGSLED APOSTLES Sheed & Ward 


The story of the first Catholic missions and missionaries in Alaska, with 
particular tribute to Father Crimont, the frail bishop who has lived through hardships 
that many a stronger man failed to survive. This book gives an insight into Eskimo 
life and the Alaskan environment, but the focus is so specific that it is not of enough 
general interest to be recommended to other than Catholic readers. (Publ.) $2.75 


f 
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Sheed, F.J. Compiled by POETRY AND LIFE Sheed & Ward 








This anthology of English Catholic poetry goes back as far as the 8th Cen- 
tury for some of its poems. Although poems from earliest times to the present are in- 
cluded, there is only one poem from the 20th Century, and none by living authors. The 
compiler's purpose has been to show the Catholic view of life as expressed in poetry ~§ - 
through the centuries. (Publ. ) $2.50 












Van Keuren, Floyd THE OPEN DOOR Harper 






A short fiction story of a man named Paul whose cross in life was a crip- 
pled leg. The leg was never healed but the heartof this man was completely trans— 
formed when he finally turned his face toward "the man on the cross." His sensitive- 
ness and egotistical selfishness had caused him to lose all his opportunities for hap- 
piness in carly manhood, but when he turned his heart toward Christ and began to lead 
a life of service in the community, he found that he had much to give, and that, in 
diving of himself, he received much in return. The "message" of this book is clear 
and sound, but as a story of fiction the plot is too obvious and full of blatant coine 
cidences to be very well recommended as a story. (Publ.) $1.25 





























Williams, Margaret SECOND SOWING Sheed & Ward 


This life of Mother Mary Aloysia Hardey is in part the story of Catholic 
pioneers in religious education in America. She was born in 1809 and at 16 offered 
herself to God. She established and organized many Sacred Heart convents and schools, 

€ and the story of her life and work will be appreciated by many Catholics today. This 
is a long book, filled with detail, but lacks drama or story interest. (Publ.) $3.50 


Windeatt, Mary Fabyan LAD OF LIMA Sheed & Ward 


* This is the story of the only negro saint, -— Martin de Porres of Peru. It 
is written for children, tut the simple charm of the writing is so moving that Catho-— 
lies of all ages will cherish the took. The author wrote the book at this time with 
the special idea of helping in the effort to dispel race prejudice, and succeeds admir-— 
ably in proving that the color of the skin has no place in judging a man's soul. 

St. Martin is a lovable and beautiful character, and should appeal to many readers for 
his goodness and conception of love for his fellow man. Do not recommend this book 

to other than Catholic readers, however, unless you are sure of the reader's religious 
attitude, for there is much of the supernatural in St. Martin's life. (Publ.) $1.75 


Zeitlin, Solomon WHO CRUCIFIED JESUS Harper 


The author casts new light on the sources relating to the crucifixion of 
Jesus, and makes interesting parallels between those times and these, which are very 
persuasive and convincing, in developing his thesis that the Jews did not crucify Jesus. 
Of interest to all Christians who ponder this subject. (Publ.} $2.50 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 2 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Brown, Margaret Wise & THE NOISY BIRD BOOK William R. Scott 
Weisgard, Leonard & Audubon 


* With drawings after Audubon this new addition to the Noisy Book Group has 
greater importance than the others and will probably have as much appeal. It will 
provide an easy waytoteach the youngest the looks and sounds of our better known 
birds. (Feb. 15) $1.25 


Vorse, Mary Ellen GRUBBY GETS CLEAN William R. Scott 


Here we have a companion volume to Skinny Gets Fat and Wakey Goes To Red, 
a series which tries to help parents with their everyday problems by poking fun at 
them. Grubby tries dust baths, a curry comb and other animal cleafers but finally 
learns from the elephant that a shower is the ticket. Illustrated by Elinore Blais- 
dell. (Feb. 15) $1.00 


Webber, Irma E. UP ABOVE AND DOWN BELOW William R. Scott 


A first book about plants to show the young that much happens below the 
surface with such important growing things as potatoes, flowers, and corn. The author- 
illustrator is a professional botanist. (Feb. 15) $1.25 


Michell, Gladys WHEN WE GROW UP Whitman 


Written very simply and illustrated by the author on every page, this shows 
youngsters twenty-four vocations in a Let's Play Doctor style. Makes capital of a 
universal child urge. (May 1) $1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING--Story Fooks 
Justus, May JERRY JAKE CARRIES ON Whitman 


This beloved author has done another simple yet effective story including 
her well-known characters Jerry Jake, Step Along ~ the-Peddler-Man, and Snatch and 
Grab, the hound. Grandpappy suddenly gets a job away from home so it is up to Jerry 
Jake to help around the house. From the time he first reads aloud an important letter 
to his illiterate grandparents to his installation of the glorious glass plate window, 
he is indispensable. Illustrated by Christine Chisholm. (May 1) $1. 50 


True, Barbara & Henry, Marguerite THEIR FIRST: IGLOO Whitman 


Illustrated by Gladys Rourke Blackwood, this is a story of courage and per- 
severance shown by an Eskimo boy and girl in Baffin Land. Lost in a blizzard, they 
build themselves a splendid igloo. An excellent short story to show customs in far 
places. $1,00 
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Clymer, Eleanor A BACK YARD FOR JOHN McBride 





This is a very simple story of a little boy who yearned to play with mud. 
Because of him, his family move from an apartment in a crowded city to a suburb where 

his dreams are realized, he finds pals next door, plays in a brook, and finally starts 
in happily at school. Illustrated in three colors by Mildred Boyle. (April) $2.00 





























Clark, Ann Nolan LITTLE NAVAJO BLUEBIRD Viking 


Illustrated by Paul Lantz, this is a selection of the Junior Literary Guild, 
a story of present day Navajos who still live far from civilization. The young her- 
oine of six is a member of a devoted family who live in a hogan of round mud-plastered 
walls, windowless and dependent on a hole in the roof for the fire smoke. They have 
their flock of sheep, drink goat's milk, lie on sheepskins, the mother weaves lovely 
blankets, while the father makes beautiful silver jewelry. Their rare visits to the 
Trading Post are eagerly anticipated and lingeringly enjoyed. It is a pleasure to 
realize when fine work is being done for these people through the schools and govern- 
ment agents. The reader gets a clear picture of this red rock and desert country in 
heat, sandstorm and other seasons. A lovely looking book. (Mey) $2.00 


4 , 
McKelvey, Gertrude D. STORIES TO LIVE BY g Winston 


Inspirational stories of everyday life to illustrate the meaning of the 


Beatitudes, written by the wife of the pastor of a Methodist Church in Philadelphia. 

Illustrated by Pelagie Doane. (March 8) $.75 
i> STORY 200KS FOR THE 9~12's 

Shapiro, Irwin STEAMBOAT BILL Messner 


Another tall tale illustrated by Donald McKay. The amazing tale of the 
Whippoorwill and her race on the Mississippi with the Robert £, Lee, full of the dash 
and excitement of the great days of the river boats. Mark Twain would have enjoyed 
this story in which he features. Shapiro makes American folk tales come alive. 


(April) $1.50 


Lathrop, West MONKEY AHOY! Random House 


Hope and warmth come into the life of young Randy, when great—hearted 
John Bennington suddenly arrives home from sea to retire and whittle his time away. He 
appears with his amazing little monkey whom he adores no matter how irritating and 
mischievous she is. In the past the little creature has overcome a bad leg, and this 
gives Randy the courage to try to go without his crutch. Humor and quality of charac- 





ter in a good story. Illustrated by Nedda Walker. (apraeT-Te? $2.00 
Ss—\ : 
Parton, Ethel THE HOUSE BETWEEN: A Story of the 1850's Viking 


Girls have always enjoyed these books illustrated by Margaret Platt and 
will probably take to this one about Cassyin Newburyport. The Dollard house has been 
dreary and empty for a long while but when Mrs. Cap'n moves in and finally her brother- 
in-law, Captain Joel Tatum, things tegin to hum. The young group must have had a lot 
of fun, what with the Frencn Troupe, the excitement on the Fourth, Pedro the parrot and 
Huckleberry Dumpling, the pup. (April) 4 $2.00 
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Bell, Marion & Geyer, Donna YOUNG COWBOYS AT THE BROKEN ARROW Whitman 





A bunch of dude boys spend a heavenly summer at a ranch in Wyoming, in a 
story built around an ideal vacation. Excitement is provided by rustlers, the great 
rodec in Cheyenne, roundups, and so on. Mrs. Bell actually lives on the Broken Arrow 
ranch and Mrs. Geyer is a frequent visitor, hence the convincing atmosphere of a mod- 
ern ranch. Illustrated by Harve Stein. (May 1) $1.75 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9-12's 
Foster, Constance THIS RICH WORLD McBride 


A well and simply written book about currency. The first chapter on why 
we use money instead of bartering is especially lucid, it wouldn't hurt any adult to 
read about inflation and rationing in its simplest terms. The description of old 
coins is intensely interesting. Schools can certainly use this to great advantage, 


Illustrated by Crockett Johnson. (April 1) $2, 00 
Pratt, Gladys Lynwall AMERICAN GARDEN FLOWERS Random House 
2 Illustrated by Rudolf Freund, this forms a notable addition to the list 


of dollar nature books published by Random. The pictures are lovely and the end-papers 

most informative. Thereis an introduction by Clyde Fisherof the American Museum of 

Natural History, following by a chapter telling about the cycle of life, where and 

how flowers live, pollination, seed distribution, flower parts and their names. The 

rest of the book is devoted to herbaceous flowers, shrubs and vines. Index, (Feb.22) 
$1,00 


Quinn, Vernon PICTURE MAP GEOGRAPHY OF MEXICO, Lippincott-Stokes. 
CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE WEST INDIES 


With maps and drawings by Da Osimo this is uniform with the South American 
volume. These books are always excellent and should do much to increase our children's 
understanding of the other parts of our hemisphere. (etr=8+) row o” $1.50 


FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS-Fiction 
Barbour, Ralph Henry MYSTERY OF THE RUBBER BOAT Appleton—Century 


An exciting and good Barbour which will greatly appeal to boys. It tells 
of a groupof boys in Minden, New England sea-coast town, who belong to the Emergency 
Service Corps of the Boy Scouts. Mr. Otis, a neighbor, seems quiet and friendly, but 
after a tanker is wrecked right off the beach, and strange doings the night of the 
black-out, and the appeanance of a rubber boat on the shore, and other queer happen- 
ings, it turns out that he is a vicious spy. A good yarn, with contemporary flavor. 
(Feb. 26) $2.00 


Huzarski, Richard C. BRUSHLAND BILL Crowell 


Poor Bill is left to pay off his father's debts and decides to go out 
trapping in the woods back of Lake Superior. Tall, skinny and inexperienced, he has 
a terrific time with strange old Tim who turns out to be a friend and Stillman who 
unexpectedly is shown up as a vicious crook. Deep-woods adventure, well told. Illus-~ 


trated by Bob Kuhn. (March) $2, 00 
13 
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Felson, Gregor STRUGGLE IS OUR BROTHER Dutton 


. We have starred this not because it is a great book, but because we be- 
lieve it imperative that our young should know more about the great courage and res 
sourcefulness of our Russian allies. Evidently Mr. Felson's father has been able to 
give his son all the local color used to show life in the Ukraine. This book tells 
the story of Mikhail, a Cossack lad, who joined a guerrilla band, which was destined 
to blow up the great Amsov Dam. The jacket is grim and so is the plot but our child- 
ren have to face the facts of this war. Illustrated by Woodi Ishmael. (2/16) $2.00 


Conway, Helene A YEAR TO GROW Longmans, Green 


With decorations by Erick Berry, this is a story of girls in a convent 
boarding-school, which seems to be not far from Boston, (maybe in Worcester). Anne 
Reagan becomes one of the ninety at Maple Grove determined to do well in her lessons 
but to avoid athletics. In the course of her first year she learns to love basketball 
and tennis, becomes a great friend of Margie Hill, the rebel, is horrified by one of 
her schoolmates who smuggles in letters. She grows to love the school. (April) $2.00 


Person, W. T. ABNER d@ARVIS Westminster 


A gangling farm boy goes to Aggie School and has amusing experiences at 
fish fries, possum hunts, basketball games and so forth. The blurb compares Abner to 
Huck Finn in quality-but the genius of Mark Twain is missing in the story-telling. 
(2/15) $2.06 


FOR THE 12-15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Shore, Maxine & KNIGHT OF THE WILDERNESS: Dodd, Mead 
Oblinger, M.M. The Story of Alexander Mackenzie 
" A top-notch biography illustrated by Kreigh Collinse Alexander's family 


came from Scotlamd and settled in central New York, where in 1778 they were in constant 
danger because of their Loyalist feelings. For this reason the boy's aunts rushed him 
off to Montreal where he soon got into the fur business as a clerk. Unusually7zable, 
honest and imaginative, he was sent to Detroit by the XY Company because the North West 
and Hudson's Bay Companies were so powerful elsewhere. The young man had a sound and 
fierce urge to discover new territory which lead to expeditions on which he explored 
the Mackenzie and eventually took the extraordinary trip across the continent to the 
Pacific. He wrote up his adventures in 1801 and died in 1820. The book is full of ad- 
venture, well-written, has a good pace and plenty of conversation so that the pages 
look inviting. (3/8) $2, 00 


Beaty, John Y. LUTHER BURBANK: Plant Magician Messner 


Illustrated by Luis M. Henderson, this interesting biography will appeal 
to certain boys and girls but it most definitely deserves ai place on library shelves. 
Born in Massachusetts in 1849, by the age of 83 Burbank had produced 220 new varieties, 
of which there is a list at the end of the volume. There is singularly little avail- 
able material on this man whose work makes him a great figure in modern agriculture 
and this may well have an adult as well as a juvenile appeal. (March) *2. 50 
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Coe, Douglas MARCONI: Pioneer of Radio Messner 











* Though for a very definite group of readers, this book deserves a star be- 

cause it is virtually the first complete life of the great inventor. Illustrated by 

Kriegh Collins, it will have many diagrams to explain the various experiments. Born 

to a wealthy Irish mother and Italian father, he worked hard all his life until he died 

in 1937. Being unversed in knowledge of the technicalities of this field, the thing 

that interested us the most was Marconi's constant struggle to make life safer for 

those at sea. To show up what wonders he accomplished, there are some accounts of | 
naval disasters, notably that of the Titanic. (March) $2.50 : 
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Alvin F. BRET HARTE OF THE OLD WEST Messner 





Born to a poor school teacher who never seemed to be able to find his 
niche, young Bret spent part of his youth in New York City where he learned that he 

was partly Jewish. He devoured every book that came his way and became obsessed with 

a desire to see California. As we all know he went out and there wrote the stories 
which have been so loved ranging from take-offs on French authors to his short stories 
about miners. Good true Western material. Illustrated by Hamilton Greene. (March) 
$2.50 


Howard, Alice Barrett MARY MAPES DODGE OF ST, NICHOLAS Messner 


* This was grand reading for us-—frankly nostalgic-and we hope that many mod- 
ern girls will find it so, for this author and great editor brought us so many books 
that are read by all children today. Born in January, 1831, on Greenwich Street in 

New York, Lizzie as she was called, moved vith her family to an experimental farm in | 
New Jersey between the Passaic and Rahway rivers. There her father started the Work- 
ing Farmer in 1849 and there she met William Dodge, a young lawyer. His sudden death, 
leaving her with young children, pushed her into more writing, her first book being 
Hans Brinker, She then worked for Hearth and Home and later in November 1873, for 
Scribners, brought out the first issue of that beloved and great magazine St. Nicholas, 
She discovered many authors and persuaded others to write for her, most famous of whom 
were Kipling, Bennett of Master Skylark, Mrs. Burnett with her Little Lord Fauntleroy 
and Sarah Crewe, Louisa M. Alcott, Howard Pyle, Dorothy Canfield loved for Understood 
Betsy, Jack London, Lucretia Hale, Frank Stockton, Albert Bigelow Paine and many, many 
others. She started all those marvelous departments, the letters from foreign lands; 
the Riddle Box; biographies ty Noah Brooks; poetry, where she presented Whittier, Bry- 
ant, Celia Thaxter, and other great names. The magazine was taken over by the Century 
Company but it never lost by changing hands. She began the League for Young Contri- 
butors which started so many in writing careers. In her old age she moved to Onteora 
where she wrote Donald and Dorothy and where she died in 1905. A Junior Literary 


Guild Selection. Illustrated by Corine Malvern. (April) $2.50 | 

cil i 
Wood, L. N. WALTER REED: Doctor in Uniform Messner | 
* Illustrated by Douglas Duer, this also is a Junior Literary Guild Selec- 


tion and deserves the honor. The book starts in 1865 when Walter was 13 and had to 
quickly help hide the herses from the approaching Union Army because his Circuit Me- 
thodist Minister father then had his family in central Virginia. Later they moved to 
Charlottesville where he entered the university at the age of 16, obtaining his medi- 
cal degree at 17. He and his lawyer trother came up to New York where Walter Reed 
obtained his Bellevue degree in 1872. He joined the Army Medical Corps, married, worked 
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out in the Arizona desert country, met Jules Sandoz, and fortunately had a chance to 
work with those great doctors, Welch, Kelly, Halstead and Osler at Johns Hopkins. His 


greatest job was his report on yellow fever. Another took with definite adult appeal. 
(April) $2.50 


Dike, Helen STORIES FROM THE GREAT METROPOLITAN OPERAS Random House 


. Officially sponsored by the Metropolitan Opera Guild, Inc. and illustrated 
by Gustaf Tenggren, this is an important book. Would that we had had it before Christ-— 
mas! It includes twenty-five of the most popular operas arranged alphatetically, each 
with pictures, one in color, with list of characters, story and best motifs. There is 


an introduction by Edward Johnson and a series of biographical notes on the composers. 
(Publ. ) $2.00 


Lucas, Mary Seymour VAST HORIZONS Viking 


a A most important book, selected by the Junior Literary Guild, it will sure- 
ly be used for years in schools and libraries. As it is to be illustrated with maps 
and pictures by C. B. Falls it should have eye appeal and not look too formidable. The 
author has obviously done much research, her quotations are fascinating. She tells 

the story of exploration in the eastern hemisphere from the Middle Ages. Beginning 
with descriptions of the terrible difficulties of traveling, she then describes the 
great trade organizations. You find the history of Jenghis Khan, Kublai Kaan, the leg— 
end of Prester John, stories of the missionaries to Asia, Marco Polo, the decline of 
the Mongols, Odorec, the missionary who visited Tibet, Tamarlaine, ambitious Prince 
Henry of Portugal, the discovery of Madeira. She then takes up the daring explorations 


along the African coast; the search for spice; Cam, who discovered the Congo. A brief 
paragraph takes care of Columbus because we all know his story anyway and because he 
went West. There is the story of the competition for India, the menace of the Meslems, 
the rise of the Dutch to threaten Portuguese trading, the rise of the English. Good 


bibliography. (Maneh—or Aprttt—# JV 41, 2 | errs 3 
BOOKS FOR USE by PARENTS AND TEACHERS 
Holbrook, Sabra CHILDREN ORJECT Viking 


° See if you can get this to every teacher you know, it is bursting full of 
the most interesting stories and problems which have faced the author in her Youth- 
builders' Forum. The author's style is so full of pep, her aims are so desperately im- 
portant, her faith is so strong, that she ought to put vigor and ambition into us all. 
She tells of her experiences trying to make high-school boys and girls into real Amer- 
icans, showing them tactfully the perils of Nazism and Communism. Be sure to read it. 
(2/25) $2.00” 
23 ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS — Fiction 


Coryn, Marjorie GOOD-—BYE MY SON Appleton—Century 


Good history, good biography, and very good reading in a fictionized ac-— 
count of the relationship tetween Napoleon and his mother, Madame Letizia Bonaparte. 
Through her story, as she faces widowhood and a large family, a fascinating portrait 
of the brilliant, intractable, erratic son is given. (For fuller description see 
page 19.) (2/10) $2.75 


Allen, Hervey THE FOREST AND THE FORT Farrar & Rinehart 


Without the pace - or the zest of Anthony Adverse, but with full period 
panoply, this goes back to the troubled period before the American Revolution and the 
recurrent frontier scraps tetween Indians and whites. The immediate story concerns a 
white boy, reared by the Indians as a Chief's son, and the conflict between the two 
heritages. {For full report see page 626,) (3/8) $2, 50 
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Colver, Anne MR. LINCOLN'S WIFE Farrar & Rinehart. 


An understanding, if sad, portrait of Mary Todd Lincoln as wife, mother and 
First Lady, and her failure in each role through her own temperamental shortcomings. A 
good jot of family life and marriage, and a wholly human picture of a strange woman, 
(For full report see page 21.) (2/22) $2. 50 


Eaton, Evelyn THE SEA IS SO WIDE Harper 


Cardboard characterization, but a pleasant and colorful story of the depor- 
tation of the peaceful Acadians and a pair of star-crossed lovers. Authentic details 
of the Nova Scotia background Evelyn Eaton knows well. (For full report, see page 20.) 
(3/3) $2.5 
Kahn, Joan TO MEET MISS LONG Lippincott 

After Junior Miss, this is only an adequate "also ran" but there are some 
amusing situations in the enterprises of Ellen, and her younger brother, Tommy, who are 
left to the tsnder mercies of a very young aunt whom they decide to marry off. (For 
full report see page 21.) (2/24) $2,00 


Maclean, Catherine Macdonald THE THARRUS THREE Macmillan 


A sequel to Seven for Cordelia, and another engaging story of three Scotch 
evacuees and the Cockney, Tommy, with the round of farm events, feasts and holidays and 
wartime problems at Tharrus. (For full report see page 23.) ened) G/is $2.50 


Caldwell, Taylor THE ARM AND THE DARKNESS Seribner 


Entertainment, escape and history in a lively cloak and sword tale, complete 
with perilous adventure, young gallants, and a romance set against the conflict between 


Catholic and Huguenot in the France of Louis XIII. (For full report, see page 4.) (3/?) 
$2.50 


Thomason, John W. AND A FEW MARINES Scribner 


From books, magazines, mostly fiction, some fact, and a collection of tales 
about Marines the world over which is entertaining, rousing and consistently good read- 


ing. (For full report see page 627.) (3/?) $3.00 
ADULT FOOKS FOR OLDER POYS AND GIRLS - Non-fiction 
Hall, Charles Gilbert HOW A PLANE FLIES Funk & Wagnalls 


With drawings by Paul Laune this tries to clarify for working knowledge 
such topics What makes a plane fly; What a pilot must know; How are airways followed; 
Basic principles of the radio team; and so forth. Good substance but badly made volume. 


(Fuller description page 31.) (Publ.) $2.00 
Flikke, Col. Julia O. NURSES IN ACTION Lippincott 


Adequate tut uninspired, not as good as the Redmond took, see below. . His— 


tory of nursing, establishment of the Corps in 1901, school in 1918. Covers steps to- 


wards becoming a nurse, uniform, do's and don'ts. Affiliations with other organizations, 


Reference value chiefly. (Fuller report page 27) 2teé $2.50 
Redmond, Lt. Juanita I SERVED ON BATAAN Lippincott 
First army nurse's story, simply told, service on Manila, on Bataan, Cor- 
regidor, finally escape. Excellent for girls. (Fuller report Page 27) (2/17) $1.75 
Madrigal, Margarita & Ezequias INVITATION TO SPANISH Simon & Schuster 
* A self-teaching method of learning Spahish, starting with simple conversa- 


tions, in which, progressively, a vocabulary is built naturally. Then simple grammar, 


composition, reading. 


(Fuller report page 29) Illustrated with little pictures. (3/10) 
$1.50 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR MARCH 


Pit te 
HISTORICAL, REGIONAL AND PERIOD 


THE SEA IS SO WIDE (Harper) $2,50 

PERILOUS JOURNEY (Bobbs Merrill) $2.75 

(S) THE FOREST AND THE FORT (Farrar) $2.50 
Melon Law Pein dca leiee 
CONTEMPORARY fase i otis 

(S) JAKE HOME (Harcourt Brace) $3.00 

THE HUMAN COMEDY (Harcourt,Brace) $2.75 

(S) NUMBER ONE (Houghten Mifflin) $2.50 

JUST BEFORE DAWN (Harper) $2.50 


(S) 


de Saint — Exupery, A. 


Ambler, 


Fric 


Lees & Bachman 


Seeley, 


Mabel 


Queen, Ellery 


LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT 


MR. WINKLE GOES TO WAR (Duell Sloan) ¢2.00 
SPRING FLIGHT {Duell Sloan) $2.50 
YESTERDAY'S MADNESS (Harper) $2.59 
EXPERIMENT PERIL®US (Little Brown) $2.50 
THE LITTLE PRINCE (Reynal&Hitchcock )g2,00 


THRILLERS 

(S) INTRIGUE (Knopf) $2.75 
(S) DEATY IN THE DOLL'SHOUSE (Random) $2.00 
(9) ELEVEN CAME BACK (Doubleday Doran) $2.00 
(S) THERE WAS AN OLD WOMAN (Little 


Brown ) $2.00 


N'°O Bw 1 0 2 Tes 
THE WAR - BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 


Michie, Alan A. THE AIR OFFENSIVE AGAINST GERMANY 
(Holt) $2.00 
Belden, Jack (S$) RETREAT WITH STILWELL (Knopf) #3.00 
Reynolds, Quentin (S) DRESS REHEARSAL (Random House) $2.00 
Lardner, John (S) SOUTHWEST PASSAGE (Lippincott) $3.00 
Wylie, I.AeR. FLIGHT TO ENGLAND (Random House) $1.75 
Lee, Clark (S) THEY CALL IT PACIFIC (Viking) $3.00 

Rickenbacker, Capte E. (S} SEVEN CAME THRQUGH (Doubleday 
Doran) $1.50 
BIOGRAPHY 

Levine, Isaac Don (S) MITCHELL (Duell Sloan & Pearce) $3.50 
Mencken, Hel. HEATEEN DAYS (Knopf) $3.00 
Sugrue, Thomas THERE IS A RIVER (Holt) $2.75 

Ickes, Harold L. THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A CURMUDGEON 
(Reynal & Hitchcock) $3.00 


Sheean, 


Brogan, 
Wylie, 


Vincent 


De We 
Elinor 


Smith, He Allen 


Damon, 


De Voto, Bernard 


Train, 


Bertha 


Arthur 


BETWEEN THE THUNDER & THE SUN (R.H)$3.00 


FOR MISCELLANEOUS TASTES 


C* 4 
> G 
2') * FI 


ENGLISH PEOPLE (Knopf) $3.00 
T POEMS OF ELINOR WYLIE (Knopf)$2.50 
E IN A PUTTY KNIFE FACTORY (DD) $2.00 
SENSE OF HUMUS (Simon & Schuster)$2.00 
YEAR OF DECISION (Little Brown) $3.50 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF EPHRAIM TUTT 

(Seribner) 4 $3.00 
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